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Wherein is proved, 


I. That Popery, in its own Nature, deſtroys the 
Vitals and Eſſentials of true Religion. 

II. That a Popiſh Prince and a Proteflant Na- 
tion cannot ſubſiſt together. 
III. That the Caſe is the ſame, and more eſpe- 
cially ſo, with regard to this Nation. 


fection to our Preſent Government, is contra- 
dittory to Scripture , Primitive Chriſtianity , 
Reaſon, and its own Pretenſions. 


\ Chaplain to his Grace the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough, and Lecturer of St. Andrew Holborn. 
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Printed for D. MiDwmnTER at the three Crowns in 
St. Paul's Church-Vard, 1718. 


IV. That all Proteſtant Recuſancy and Diſaf=| 
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Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
For, according to his Argument, 
Your Majeſty is now, in the ſtrict- 
eſt and higheſt Senſe, Defender of 
the Taub; as, in Your Royal Per- 
ſon and Poſterity, are placed, un- 
der God, all our Hopes of the Con- 
tinuance, not only of 4% Reform- 
ed Church, but that Chriſtian Faith 
alſo, in theſe Your Majeſty's Do- 
minions, and (by their known In- 
fluence) in all Europe. 

At Home, while many of Your 
Majeſty's Subjects are diſputing who 
hold the true Chriſtian Principles, 
the Author could not think it im- 
proper to lay before them all this 
great Truth; that the firſt and beſt 
Chriſtians. wou'd have rejoic'd in 
their Obedience to Your Majeſty, 
from the indiſputable Principles of 
their pure Religion; in like man- 


ner as hey. did in the Favour of 
the 


yo 


- 


'B piſele Dedicator J. 
the firſt and great Chriſtian Em- 


Per or. 


' A Conſideration, which, itmight 
be hoped, would as effectually de- 
ter the Enter prizes of Your unhap- 
py Proteſtant Enemies, as encou- 


rage the Fidelity of Your true Sub- 


jects. 

That God may li continue 
Your Majeſty the Head of this 
Church; and preſerve Your Sacred 
Title, durable as the Rock on which 
SHs is built, is the fervent Prayer, 
may it plcaſe Your Majeſty, of 


Tour Majeſty's moſt dutiful, 


and faithful Subject, 


John Broughton. 
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PREFACE 


VP; 


To THE. 


5 E A D E R. 


ay ſenſe be the. fullowing 
Trad wants, as mot others 


4, ſomething to be fade for 


| 3 wy and chief Part e 
more e e ecially liable to ſome Prejudice 
which an Author would deſire to obviate.. 
Ir hat has been ſpoken. and written a- 
gainſt Popery, For ſome 7 ears paſt, has: 
had the Misfortune to meet with a very 


cold Reception ; either as a needleſs Ap- 
A I plication 
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Plication to the known Bent off the Na- 
tion, or a ſtale Ci and a ere 8 ub- 
ject, ar more: frequent 
PartyDeſe u. Aud it N not * de- 
d, that ame Octaſion bas been given 
for the laſt of "theſe Sentiments, when 
Popery, or our ſymbolizing with Popery, 
har been thrown ont-»pon the Con fPrenti- 
on of the Church of England; whzch in 


reality had been far leſs terrible to Rome, 


had fhe in ſome Men's 1 94 re- 
form d. further from it. | 

In the Event, So ſeems to FR 
been ſomething pretty nearly reſembling 
the Cafe of the Boy in the Fable; who 
had fo often alarm d his Neighbours with 
ſham Cries of the Wolf, that he cou'du't 
get them to ftir when the W, olf was at7u- 
ally at the Fold. But how far the Cla- 
mour of a falſe Danger, has been the true 


Reaſon that ſome People have ueg lecred, 


and do ſtill neglect, a real one, I muſt 
wot preſime to determine; becauſe, weak 
no this is, there are worſe Reaſons to be 


affigna; but thus much 75 notorious, that 


the Wolf was coming; and, whoſoever 


makes a Jeſt of it, that Popery an and 
ver 2 700 be 1 in carneſt. 


k a7. 


* 


The PR E FACE. 1H 

Il claims our Crown and Government, 
and I canuot but look upon the Religion 
as a more formidable Pretender than the 
Perſon: Our Sea and Land is compaſFd 
with its Emifſaries; aud thoſe who make. 
The greateſt Shew of Zeal for the Churths 
are the loudeſt Complainants of their 
Succeſs amongſt us. Thus much muſt. be 


allo d, that as we are, for the Strength 


of our Arms aud Arguments, the mots 


 envy'd in her Eyes; 6 mut ſhe appear 


equally terrible in ours, if wwe will open 
them: Vor certainly ſhe can at no time 
want either Hopes or Deſigns agamst 
this little pot, while ſhe holds in Sub. 
jedtion ſo many larger Trachs upon the 
Continent ; and yet this Iſand atone 
ſeems to triumph over her, as well as £a 
withſtand all her Efforts: 
But there appears to me, in ſeveral 
Peoples Temper, the ſame weak and it: 
rational Propenſion to oyer-look old Dan- 
gers, as there is in others to undervalue 
old Bleſſings. Aud beſides, tis @ ſad 
Truth, how hard foever it be to ſay it, 
that there are Members (not a few) of 

a Reform'd Church, who would willing- 
v have the Evil of Popery taken for 
A4 granted, 
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to have it forgotten; and that in order 
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granted, rather than expos d; in order 
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to ſomething elſe. Not diſterning, in the 


meantime, either the Neceſſity or the 


Expediency of having our Apprehenſions of 
kept awake, were we only under a poſ= | 
ſible Danger, when that Poſſibility is fa- 
tal; but rather chooſe to run us into the 
atmoit Probability of that Danger, nay, 
inevitable Ruin from a confeſſedly wic- 
led Religion, than part With an dug 
but miſtaken Notion. 
Tis therefore, in my poor Judgment, 
a conſiderable Error in thoſe who think 3 
it at this time of Day an uſeleſs Subject, 3 
becauſe tis ſuppos'd to be a trite one. 9 
For were the Cry againft Popery as old © 
as the Corruptions of that Religion are, 5 
this would be no leſs Reaſon, I concerve, © 
for any one's goyning his Voice in it; 6 1 
long as thoſe' Corruptions menace Chri- | 
ſtendom, and their Abettors meditate a 1 
Return upon his own Countrey. | 1 
But for wy ſelf, perhaps I have more 
Reaſon to guard againit an Objettion of 
a contrary Nature, I mean that of No- 
velty and Singularity. A Preſumption 
# may well be thought, in me, 10 ad. 
1 Vance F 
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The P RE FACE. V 
vance the Charge higher than our Di. 
vines, or almost: any of the Reformation 
have profeſſedly done. It might paſs for 
a Reply in the Preface, that I must ſtaud 
or fall by the Arguments in the Book, — 
but there is ſomething farther obſerva: 


ble. The Sum of all the Arguments 


whereby Divines (ours and others) have 
attempted to prove. from the Revelation 
and other Prophecies, that the Pope is 
Antichriſt, amounts exatly to the Charge 
of the Apoſtaly; only the latter is, I 


prefume to ſay, carryd on upon better 


Grounds, than can be the Interpretation 
of any parts of a prophetic Book, which 
has a great part of it not yet fulfil d. I 
would not be miſunderſtood in this; I 
dou't think thoſe Diuines, by any means, 


fo much miſtaken as they are out of Cre- 


dit; but if we can prove our Point from 


the true Nature and 7 endency of the Re- 


ligion it ſelf, this, as it is the clearer 
Evidence, ſo it will reflect the ſtronger 


Light on the other 1 of roſe 


Prophecies. 
nod not whether many of our own 
Writers again Popery, thoſe eſpecially 


from the latter end of King Charles's 
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vi The PRERTAC E. 

Reign to the Revolution, were not, fur 
ſome Reaſons, content to be chiefly on the 
defenſroe part of the Controverſy; welt 
knowing their own Ability to ſtand their 


Ground; and this ſeem'd then to be the 


only deſir'd Event. But, God be thankd, 
we may at this time of Day carry the 
Polemics to the utmos?; the Author has 
deſigud to proceed accordingly in this 
Eſay; which, the more imperfoc it ap. 
pears to be, the more it will induce him 
to believe (fince the Method is ſomewhat 
new) that the Poprſh Controverſy is, in 
this View, by 70 Means an exranſted 
Subject. 

Ad yet he concei ves, that the Method 
of this Treatiſe is, in ſome tolerable De- 


gree, fitted to contract the Subject, and 


reduce the voluminous Controverſy. Keep- 

ing ſirittly to the height of the Charge, 
ſets afide and ſuperſedes abundance of 
Diſpute. For Example, great part of 
the Caſe of repreſenting and miſyepre- 
fentmg; all the Notions of ſchiſmatical 


and juſtifiable Separation; the tedious 


Enquiry into ſo many Notes of a Church, 


beſides this one of Purity; all the Dif- 
Pute avout Sz g. Peter's Priority, and the 


Pope's 


| 


The PRzxacr vii 
Pope's derivative Authority from thence : 
In all theſe Topics - we are the leſs con- 
cerud, „ becauſe . we are at Liberty to 
grant almoſt all that can be demanded 
upon them, hen ue are. once able to 
3 out the Apoſtaſy. 
Aud if this be done, or but walls at- 
ve to be done, in a Controverſy of 
fo much moment as that between the Re- 
formed and the Roman Reltgion : ; it will 
always apologize for the timing, if not 
for the Defects, of a Work of this Na- 
ture. A Work fo nearly concerning, and 
0 truly becoming the main Cauſe of Bri- 
tain, the Reformation, and true Chriſti- 


anity, that the Author doubts not it 
ill be perfected in this, or ſome ſuch 
Method; and, for that great Purpoſe, 

4 heartily wiſhes it better Hands. 
What follows, in the ſecond and third 
Chapters, is, I am ſure, (if it has no 
other good Duality) very much in Sea- 
ſon. That we might enjoy our Religion 
under 4 Popiſh Prince, has not only been 
proclaim d, but more artfully ſuggeſted 
ſince. And all the Arguments to ſupport 
this Expettation , have been the chief 
Supports of the Can fe ſence that ſhame- 
ful 
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ful Book diſappear d; (ſaid to be Dr. 
Hickes's,) which, to ſhew the laſt O. 
gree of open Prejudice, arraigns the Re- i 
formation; and thereby demonſirates what } 


the Author's own E Weckat ion Was at 

the bottom. 
However moſt of thoſe Gentlemen Gould ; 
have us believe that they are in earneft, g 
5 


and acting a becoming Part, while they [ 
lay out all their Art and Induſtry to ad- ; 
vance a Probability, that, under ſuch a : 
Prince, we might enjoy our Religion ; | 
for which Reaſon, I hope, they will find ; 
this Matter a little more nearly look'd a 
zn10 in thoſe Chapters; aud the Probabi- . 4 
lity to vaniſh into a moral Impoſſibility. 3 
It is femewhere Archbiſhop Tillotion's 1 
Obſervation, (than whom, none ſeems to : 


have known human Nature better that 
ſome Preſumptions convince more tho. 
roughly than ſome other expreſs and po- 
fitrve Proofs. I have conſider d the Ar- 
gument before us upon the preſumptive, 
(which i all the Proof ſuch an Argu- 
ment can have) both in general, and as 
it is circumſtantiated in our Caſe; and 
do hope that thoſe who will conſider with 
me, all the Particulars inducd under 

both 


The P R E FAC E. ix 
both Heads; if the whole does not, in 
their Fudgment, amount to ſuch a Pre- 
ſumption as exceeds poſitive Proof, 4 
Preſumprion _ will find, that needs it 


not. 


8 ut there is ftill another Wa cur- 


rent among i us, which has infef7 ed more 


Peoples Minds, and entangled ſome, 'who 
eafily get through the other Difficulty. 
There is a natural Regard for moral 
Principles; and, when we fuſpett a 
Foundation of this kind to be falſe, we 
don't rake Delight in any duperſiructure 
it will bear. And I think it the most 
candid Cenſure we can make, that the 
Suſpicion of our having been' upon a 


wrong bottom, at, and ſince the Revolu- 


tion, has cans d part of the Averſion to 
the preſent Eſtabliſhment. This Caſe js 
conſider'd at large inthe fourth Chapter, 
as far as Scripture- Authority, pramitive 
Example, and natural Reaſon, condutt- 
ed the Author in the Enquiry. ; x 

To the Argument from Scripture and 
Primitive Chriſtianity, our Conſtitution 


i the perpetual Objection; (altho when 


our Hiſtory ,' „and Statutes, and Year- 


Books have been examined to ſhew what 
8 our 
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our Conſtitution 16, in that regard; then 
Scripture again is pleaded in bar to that 
way of arguing.) But let it be conſider'd 
in this Place, that the Seripture-Injun- 
ions of Obedience are ſo deliver d, as 
to be manifeſily of perpetual Obligation, 
in all Couſtitutious; 'as well thoſe which 
have undergone Changes, as thoſe that 


have ftood the ſame (if there be any fuch 8 


from the. Date of Chriſtiauity. Aud 
therefore this Argument. fetch'd from 
Scripture, as it is of unrverſal Obligati- 
on, can never be improper or weak in it 
ſelf, tho it may be corroborated with o: 


ther Conſiderations. In that Scripture» 


Account, tho I have follgwd ns Leader, 
I tru? I have not miſsd my way ; the 
four Rules of Interpretation being, 4 
roncerve, deciſive in the Point before us, 
and capable of being Seca ful PPh 4 
fo ſome other Controver:ſh n 

MM hat is urged from primitive Chriſth 
anity, I muſt refer to the, Learned in 
that Hiſtory, or to thoſe. who are other- 
wiſe vers'd in hiſtorical Arguments, whe- 
ther I have not undeniably proud in; 
Point; and perhaps it may, paſs for 
ele ＋ 4 Diſcovery too, that the 


S 


primitive 


— © 


Naa Chrifliens . 3 of 


the grand Scripture Patriarchal Scheme; 
no nor of Recuſancy even of Oaths, on 

Pretence of Title; which two things do, 

in my Judgment, firike at our Roth 
rors. Cauſe, Root and Branch. * 

Upon the uhole, I have attempted. 75 

e various and important Ar. 
guments, to ſerve one great Purpoſe, and 
thin the compaſs of a. little Boot; 
but have been equally oblig d and iucliu d 
to avoid the Pamphlet way of Writing: 
IV it or Satyr, ftraining other Mens No. 
traits, or colouring over One's wn, my. 
Deſign would not admit of. I had a 
great many Points to prove, and Very, 
few particular Adverſarzes to confute; 


aud this has kept me, I hope, pretty 
_ cloſe to the Rules of ſtrict Diſcourſe; aud 


that (with the bett Readers, will ex- 
cuſe the Appearance of dry Reaſoning. 
Jam ſo ſenſible of Additions, that may. 
be made to this Piece, that 1 find every 
Chapter would juſtly make a larger Book; 
and if a proper Occaſion offers, efpeciake 


ty of a public Nature, I will (by God's 


Aſſiſtance) proſecute the Deſign in a . 
fond Part ; but not 2 enlarging this; 
[1 Praflice 


" 
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x11 The Pzxzracs. 
Practice I have ſometimes thought inju- 
rzous to the Purchaſers of a m—_ In. 
preſſion. 
7 The Integrity of my Deſien, I am ſure, 
cannot finally be hurt, and I crave the 


Readers Leave only to make this Profeſ- 


fron of it, that as I truly with (what I 


am allow'd to wiſh) Confuſion to all the 


Deſigns form'd again this Church and 
Government, may God do ſo to me, and 
more allo, if I am not perſuaded in my 
Mind, that as the general Iutendment 
and Procedure of this Diſcourſe 1s to- 
wards Trutn, and the THuſtration of it, 
fo every particular Argument in it, 1s 
concluſrue for rhe W T have abit 
it tO ſerve. 


* 
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2 line 4. for ſhew r. ſhews. p. 51.1. 12, after 
be, add found. p. 72. in Nota, 1.8. alter St. John add 
before. p. 77. I. 15. f. * import. p. 127. Il. 11. f. 
Written 5 ſaid, p. 132, |, 3 an r. on. Wik. 1: 4 f. 
Titles r. Title. 
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Great Apoſtah, 


5 eee 


ien „ 

The Apoſtaſy of Popery fully pro- 
8 dell, in that it deſiroys the Autho- 
; 5 rity of the Goſpel, s inſtates Ido- 
luatry, extirpates true Piety, cor- 
rupis the Chriſtian Worſhip, runs 
I counter to the Chriſttan Temper, 
and is, ſud ,naturi, impenitent 

and dau. 


5 HE — 5 Title of this Dif: 

1 courſe may ſeem to engage 
me in a Revelation Contro- 
wer/y, in order to ſuew that 
the Church of Rome has actually made 
that Apoſtaſy, which is foretold under 


the ſeveral Characters of the Whore of 
B 3 Baby lon, 


127 
Babylon, he falſe Prophet, the Son of 
Perdition, the Man of Sin, and Anti- 
chriſt. I have not much Leiſure, but leſs 
Inclination for a Controverſy of this kind; 
and deſigning to proceed upon more clear 
and indiſputable Principles, ſhall wave 
all the prophetic part of the Diſpute , af- 
ter having made two Remarks, which 
carry Matter of Certainty in them, and 
will properly introduce the Arguments I 


am about to lay before the Reader : The 


1. is, That theſe Prophecies (fo far 


at leaſt as they appear to center in one 


Event) do manifeſtly relate, not to any 


Perſecution from the Hearhen Emperors , - 


but to a Defection within the Church, an 


Apoſtaſy from the Truth, which was 


held before, by the Perſon or Society a- 


poſtatizing. Thisis undoubtedly St. Pauls 


Senſe, in the ſecond Chapter of his ſe- 
cond Epiſtle to the Theſſalonians. It ap- 
pears, by the two firſt Verſes, they had 
been led into an Apprehenſion that the 
Day of Judgment, or the Coming of 


Chriſt was at Hand; this he corrects as 


a Falſhood reported upon him, and the 
two other Apoſtles that join with him 
in the Epiſtle ; then adds, in the third . 
—_— Let 
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Let no Man deceive you, by any Means; 
for that Day ſhall not come, except 
There come a falling away firſt, and 
bat Man of Sin be revealed, the Sen of 
* Perdition, who. oppoſeth and exalteth 
himſelf above all that is called God, or 
that is worſhipped ; /o that he, as God, 
ſitteth in the Temple of God; ſhewing 
himſelf that he is God. Now tho'I may 
firmly believe (from Reaſons not eafily 
to be anſwer'd,) that this points out, and 
entirely regards the very Character which 
the Pope of Rome has aſſum'd; yer I 
make no other Uſe of it at preſent, than 
=> to obſerve, that it muſt forerell a Revolt 
within the Church it ſelf; and thereupon 
an Antichriſtian Power erected within her 
Pale; which is the unayoidable Senſe of 
the Words falling away, and /itting in 
the Temple of God, as God; and indeed 
of the whole Paſſage. 

To this Purpoſe we may be no leſs 
certain in applying St. John's Viſion, Re- 
vel. ch. ix. V. 1. And I ſaw a Star fall 
from Heaven unto the Earth; and to 
him was given the Key of the bottom- 
leſs Pit; and he opened the bottomleſs 
Pit; Sc. If by the even Stars of the 
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ments; but when this is done, we Ne 
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4 
Churches in Aſa are evidently meant 
their ſeven Biihops, in the firſt Chapter 


WP this Book; it would be no bold Com- 


ment, mcthinks, to interpret the fallin 
Fran here of an Apoſtare Biſhop; one 
With the rea! Keys of Hell, inſtead of 
the pretended Keys of Heaven. Howe- 
ver, the fallu Har muſt haye been a 
Luminaty in Heayen before; and that is 
entirely ſufficient. for che Purpoſe of this 
. 

2. Though theſe Prophecies generally 
point out one grand Event; yet this A- 
poſtle St. John has given farther Latitude; 
when in his firſt Epiſtle, >, il. V. 18. he 
tells them, even now there are many 
Antichriſts;. which Multiplication of the 
Character, warrants us to fix the ſame 
Charge on all thoſe, whether Perſons or 
robes, or the collective Body of one 
Church; who do make any direct aud 
deſlructive Oppoſition to the Life and 
Spirit, and the main Deſign of the Go- 
ſpe : whether they do this by Violence 
or Treachery, barefac'd or with Pretext. 
We muſt indecd firſt prove that Oppoſi- 


tion upon them by invincible Argu- 


the 


3 


( 


the Scriptare's..own Authority to apply. 
the Prophecy; whatever farther Proſpect 
it may have, or whatever other Events 
may be reach'd by it; and this ſhew, 
that even theſe more obſcure and prophe- 
tick parts of Scripture, are not unfavou- 
rable to the Deſign I am about to proſe- 
cute, from hot. more expreis and clear 
Teſtimony of thoſe Writings. 92 

I conceive. the opening this Matter 
fally will not only. be of great Service. 
in Vindication of the whole Proteſtant: 
Name, and eſpecially of the Church of 
Englaud, which pleads-av/olute Neceſſi- 
ty for her Separat ian; but it will be of 
farther Uſe to let us ſee, the natural dire- 
ful Influence, which that Religion muſt 
have on our Civil State; according to 
the Nature of that Proteſtant Conſtituti- 
on, Which we have receiv'd from our 
Anceſtors, |, and arc en down to 
Poſterity. | . 

In our Entrance on the Subject, 
muſt be firſt allow'd as Fact, that our 
Breach, with this Church is as wide as tis 
poſſible to be. On her Part ſhe trœats us 
no better than as Perſons under a State 


of Damnation. On ours, we ſay we 
t > 3+ might 


(6) 


might juſtify our Separation from her, on 


the bare Score of the Papal Uſurpation 


in Diſcipline; the Pope's univerſal Su- 
premacy, being unknown for the firſt ten 


Centuries; and one of their beſt Popes 
having loudly declar'd againſt the Preten- 
fien in any Biſhop, as a Contradiction to 


the Tenor of the Goſpel, and an Injury 
to the whole Catholic Church. But 


ſtill we might maintain a Siſter-Jike Cor- 


reſpondence with her; as we do with 


the Greek Chureh, and ſome others that 
difter from us, not only in Diſcipline but 


in ſome Points of Doctrine; which we 
hope may conſiſt with the ſincere Pro- 


feſſion of our Religion, and the main 
Body of Chriſtianity : whereas we proteſt 
againſt all Communion with Popery, for 


Reaſons which we conceive to be as 
ſtrong, as thoſe that oblige us not ta 


worſhip with Pagans, and Mahometans. 
Now ſuch a Separation as this, ſeems 
not vindicable on the bottom of our Dif- 
ference about the Explanation of ſome 
particular Texts of Scripture. Beſides, 


theſe are ſo many, and have been fo 


ta, 


ha 1 


TB «5.20 Vrus, Fpiſt, lib. 4. Ep. 34. of 28. ſee a hs. 


ger Account in Collier s Ecclejiaſtical Hiſtory, Vol. 1.p. 66. 
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(7) 
much at large examined, eſpecially by 
our Writers, that the Controverſy, in that 
Method, is now become ſtale and end- 
leſs: therefore I have been conſidering » 
whether the Argumentation on our ſide, 
may not be carry'd on more ſuccinctly, 
and perhaps more agrecably to the high 
Nature of the Charge we make upon that 
Church. And I perſuade my ſelf, it will 
appear, in the few following Pages that 
Popery is deſtructiue of the vital Part, 
nay of the whole of true Chriſtianity, 
excepting only the external Profeſſion ; 
and the latter, in Separation from the 
former, is no better, but, in ſome Views, 
much worſe, than honeſt Heatheniſm. 
And this I purpoſe to lay down in ſuch 
clear and diſtin Propoſitions, as will 
make my Proof, or my failure of Proof, 
very intelligible and obvious to ordinary 
Capacities. | 
PRO p. J. 

The firſt Propoſition I maintain is, 
that, Popery gives Chriſtianity a mortal 
Wound, by deſtroying the true and only 
Rule of the Chriſtian Faith, 

If St. Paul's Account of the Faith be 
right, that it was once deliver d unto 
B 4 the 


68) 
the Saints; this manifeſtly argues the 
Revelation to be complete, in thoſe Wri- 
tings, which, with us, the Church of 
Rome holds to have been inſpired of God. 
But then this Book, which we both call 
the Goſpel, is, with them, a kind of 
a ſenſeleſs dead Letter, which wants eve- 7 


ry where elſe, but now has, in that Church, 
an infallible Interpreter. | | 


I am not concern'd in the Controverſy 4 
amongſt themſelves,” (which has been no 4 
inconſiderable one,) where to lodge this 4 
Infallibility ; whether in the Pope or 9 
f Council; or jointly in both; tho', in rea- 1 
li lity, this mighty Difference amongſt their 
| | greateſt Doctors, makes the thing it ſelf 
{f nx ct a little ſuſpicious ; tis at beſt a ſort 
if of fallacious Infallibility, which may 
118 cheat a Man, tho'-not in it felf, yet by 
Wl the Inſtrument that falſely; pretends to 
convey it. And then all thoſe of that 4 
19 5 * 
[f a Tanta eſt inter e bnd erf de en * 
1 dine Eccleſiaſticæ poteſtatis, ad quæ fe extendat, ut pau- * 
lit ca ſunt in.ea materia ſecura. Alemain de Aut. Eccleſ. J 
1 Vid. plura, in Bartow's Treatife of the Pope's Supremacy, ® 
| | from p. 2. Fol.-where he ſhews, that notwithſtanding the 1 
110 greateſs part of ther Writers, Councils, &c. give him in- F 
I finite Power both in Spirituals and Iemporals, yet others F 
3K of that Gommunion have oppoſed bath; nay, the Popes E 
0 | ihemſelves have varied their Style, and fo og their Pre- F 
0 erf 205, ibid. p. 18. F 
| Com: 


(91) 


Communion, who are on the wrong ſide 
of this Queſtion among{t themſelves, can 
be in no better a Condition than us falli- 
ble Proteſtants; which one Conſideration 
utterly deſtroys, the Pretence of Certain- , 
ty of Faith, in that whole Communion ; 
yet this is the. common Bait that takes 
their Proſely tes. 8 

But to return;  altho' it be indifferent 
to the Argument in Hand, where this 
Infallibility is lodged; yet we muſt have 
regard, firſt to the higheſt Pretenſion, and 
next to the Limitations put upon it; that 
ſo the Charge may be extended to all, 
without wronging the Tenets of any of 
the Churches, in COMMUNION with thar 
" Rome. 

The firſt and principal 1 which 
2 only Bellarmin maintains, but quotes 
moſt of their greateſt Writers for, and 
which is the current Opinion in all Popiſh 
Churches except one *, and has been uni- 
verſal in 1taly, ever ſince the Council of 
Trent, and Pope Tms's Creed, is that 
the Pope has a plenary Infallibility i in e- 
wery thing which he pleaſes to determine © 
£X 2 . both Faith and 


2; 6; Gal. 


Mangers; : 


Manners; which reaches and obliges, 
under the Sauction of Damnation, all 
true Catholics, and the whole Church of 
Chriſt. But then, I fay, this infallible 


[if Interpreter of the Goſpel, and the Mind 7 
Wl of Chriſt, does utterly ſuperſede the Auto; 
! rity, and vacate the Uſe of the written 

Il Goſpel; and fo deſtroys the Faith it ſelf, 

Wl by aboliſhing the true Rule of it. 


This will appear to thoſe who conſider 
the Truth of another Propoſition, vig. 
that Infallibility (where-everitis) muſt be 


— 


| accompany'd with. actual Inſpiration ; at 

j leaſt quoad hoc, as to the Matters to be 

it determin'd by it. Humanum eſt errare 

| I ſuppoſe I may lay down for an Axiom; 

il and that no Man, after our B. Saviour, 
was ever born infallible, any more than g 
any one was born a Pope, but the Infal- 
libility muſt be convey'd with the Office. 
An infallible Interpreter of infpir'd Wri- 
rings, muſt therefore be himſelf inſpired; 
but one Inſpiration, eſpecially when pla- 


ced at the Head of the Catholic Church, 

being entirely ſufficient to inſtruct the 

World, (or the Goſpel muſt be a defici- 

ent Work;) therefore the Uſe and Deſign 

of the frft Inſpiration, is entirely vaca- 
ted 


of 3 FEEDS 3 
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n 


ted by the Inſtitution of the latter. Nor 


can the written Word be left as any Rule 
ro him, who muſt not judge of the Senſe 
of it; and is (by neceſſary Conſequence) 
forbid to conſult the dead Inſpiration , 
and oblig d to depend only on the living; 
the infallible Decrees of which, on all 


Queſtions and Emergencies, makes his 


Holineſs, not ſo much an Interpreter 
of the Goſpel, as a perpetual Goſpel 
himſelf; or rather, his Authority ſucceeds 
that of the Goſpel; and does as much, 

in reality, aboliſh all future Uſe of it, as 
the Goſpel it ſelf ſucceeded, and aboliſh'd 
the Law; altho” the latter is ſtill retain d 
as an infpir d Writing. 

If this Reaſoning ſeems too remote and 
abſtracted, let us view the Matter in a 
parallel Caſe: Suppoſe that of a Claſſic 
Author, who may have, to my Appre- 
henſion, ſeveral difficult Paſſages in him. 
Had he an infallible Commentator, whoſe 
Notes were ſo far put upon me, that I 
muſt neither contradict nor vary from the 
Senſe of them, nnder the certain Penalty 
of being d d for a Blockhead. I ſay 


in this Caſe, the Notes were the Text, 


and the Author's Text nothing to me; 
but 
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but his Authority would be all transferr d 
to his Interpreter; inſomuch that, in the 
firſt place, it would be altogether needleſs 
and. loſs of time, for me. to read the Au- 
thor himſelf; who having, without his 
Interpreter, no definite Senſe and Mean- 
ing, would be jult of as much Uſe to me, 
as ſo many jumbled Letters of the Alpha- 
bet; nay, ſecondly, as much as it con- 
cern'd me to know the true Senſe of the 
Author, ſo much, and no leſs, it would 
concern me, not to read his Words at all; 

and this, for fear my private Judgment 
(which. all the World cannot hinder, me 

from exerting, while I read an Author 
with deſign to underſtand: him;) ſhould 
diffcr oem the Notes; and then (accord- 


ing to this Principle) I muſt infallibly err, 


and miſtake my Author; ; Whom, by read- 
ing the Commentator r I no leſs infal- 
libly and completely underſtand. 

The Application ſcarce needs any 
Words; Popery has turn d the Goſpel into 
Decr ces, of Purgatoty, Tranſubſtantia- 


| Hom, In tion of” Saints, Penances and 
Indulgences ;. into Canons, Ordinances, 


and Bulle, and the like. And what is 


this, if it be nor to overturn that Goſpel 2 
The 
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The f new Rule deſtroys the old 1 ae. as 


Eerrainly, | tho” perhaps not 10 notoriouſly, 


Ms & 


tore And ſince the Belicf i in God's ; Word 


is, with her, the greareſt of Herely ; 5 n 
wonder this Church may very well have 
(as U we know they bave had) one Creed to 


Day, and another to Morrow,; that is a 


Creed without 2 a Bible; « or a KA and 


” Goſpel, wy Do 


Thus 1 think one main point is alreddy 
gain'd, if we may argue from the general 


Belief of Papiſts, from the avowed Opini- 


ons of their greatcſt Champions in Diſpute, 


and according to.the actual Pretenſions of 


3 eB 


all the modern. Popes. 5 1 
And this laſt were alone 9 for 


all the Purpoſe bring it; becauſe of what 


follows from the contrary Suppoſition. 1 


| have. met with ſome of that Religion, who 


belieye there is no Tofallibilicy belonging 
to the Pope's Perſon ;, but maintain that 


it is, and muſt be within, the Pale of the 


Church; and ſo, being induced, by other 
Arguments, to believe cheirs the only true 
Church, all is ſafe with them. But let 
them conſider, that the falſe pretence to 
Infallibilicy is no leſs than Blaſphemy ; or 


in 
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(14) 
in St. Paul's Words, Sitting as God in 
the Temple of God. Where then has 
been of late, this only pure univerſal and 
uniform Church, with ſo many rotten and 
prophane Men ar the Head of it, and thoſe | 
the very Men whom all Parties among 
them believe to be the only true Succeſ- 
ſors of the Head of the Apoſtles. To be 
ſhorr, all Papiſts that deny the Pope a full 
aud Perſonal Infallibility, grant him, con- 
ſequentially, to be an Apoſtate, in pre- 
tending ſo far, and that is as much as Pro- 
teſtants deſire to have proved upon the 
Body of the Romiſh Religion. 

It proves it I ſay pon the Body of the 
Religion, as well as the Perſons of ſo ma- 
ny Popes. For the whole Fortunes of 

Popery, being involv'd in the Pope's Su- 

Premacy, and ſuch a Supremacy as neceſ- 
ſarily drags after it a full decretal Power, 
in all controverted Points; it is from hence 
render d impoſſible, for any Papiſt, to 
make a rational Defence of that Cauſe, 
without running into all the Pope's Mea- 
ſures, and entirely adhering to what may 
roperly be call'd he Yulgar Popery. 

| Which one Conſideration, drawn out with 
its utmoſt Force, would drive their great- 


* 
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eſt Chains out of almoſt all their beſt 
Coverts, and their ſtrongeſt Holds. It 
would at once baffle all their Diſtinctions, 
and ſilence the loudeſt Complaints of Mi 
repreſentation ; ſince, by the very Na- 
ture of that Religion, they are neceſſita- 
red to maintain what the generality of 
their ſucceſſive Popes have held, or to 
give up the whole Caule. 
But this is not the Place to enlarge up- 
on that Topic; becauſe I am now deter- 
min'd to conſider all the ſoftning and qua- 
lifying Matter, which has been us'd by 
their Advocates, and may be now again 
apply'd with the ſame Dexterity to avoid 
the Charge I have been making. 1 is 
done chiefly two ways. 

1. Some of them do not carry the In- 
fallibility ſo high, as to the ent ire Right 
of interpreting all Scripture, and ſet- 
tling every Point of Doctrine in Chri- 
ſtianity; but only thus far, that, in Mat- 
ters which fall under Debate and Contro- 
verſy, the general Church can never de. 
cree Hereſy; and theirs being the only 
general or Catholic Church, hence is that 
 Certainty of Faith in their Communion, 
which is not ſo much as pretended to in ours. 

A great 


„„ | 

A great deal of Fact might be brought 4 
to et this vain Prefuraption 3; „ by 
way of Enquiry „ Whether their Do- 
ctrines, which we deny and abhor, are, or 
ever were the Doctrines of the Chnrch of 
Chriſt, in general, ſuppoſing it cannot 
decree Hereſy. Whether, for Example; 
the Council of Trent (which is viſibly the 
main Pillar of Popery, ) can, or ought to 
be eſteem'd an æcumenical or General 
Council of the World; when of all thoſe 
that had Votes in it, (the Cardinals, 
Archbiſhops, and Bijhops,): there were 

in all but 270; and of theſe the Italiaus 
(all of them Subject to the Pope, and al- 
moſt all of them his Creatures,) made 1 
187: ſo that there remained 83 for all X 
the World beſide. And yet how many © 
poor Souls has the empty Name of this 
- page Council deluded. hs 
But I muſt now only obſerve upon this 
Notion, juſt ſo far as my preſent. Deſign | 
leads me; if then this be all of the Po- 
piſh Iofallibility, that the general Church, 
* which ſhe OOO means her ts £9 
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never decree Hereſy, yet 1 think i it is e-. 
nough to do the Work; for, | 

1. In Reaſoning, and in the Summ of 
the Matter, we ſhall find this amounts to 


juſt the ſame with what I call the /#lgar 
 Popery. If that Church has but this 


negative Qualification of J. ufallibility- 
lodged in her, ſhe of all others has in- 
comparably the beſt , nay the only Pre. 


tence to interpret the Whole Seripture 5 
and ſettle all its Doctrines. For in eve- 
ry dubious Caſe, the Scrupler muſt, in 


all Reaſon and Prudence, conſult that Ca- 


ſuiſt of the two, who may be ſuppoſed, 


in common , to have equal natural Capa- 

city with the other, in order to lead him 
to the Truth; ; and to have moreover,; 
what the other does not ſo much as pre- 
tend to, no Poſſibility of drawing him 
into any dangerous Error. But when this 
comes to be the Caſe of Faith and Salva- 
tion, the Enquirer muſt be out of Senſes; 


that would truſt either himſelf or any o- 


ther Guide, beſides him that cannot miſ- 
carry in the wax, let him lead A he 


So that, in the Caſe of Religi ion this 


falſi 


„ 
falſe Doctrine, is in the practical Appli- 
cation of it, tantamount to ul Ortho- 
doxy, and abſolute Certainty in Matters 
of Faith; and conſequently the former is, 
by che preceding Argument, no leſs than 
the latter, deſtructive of the true Autho- 
rity of Scripture. 

2. We may attend a little farther to 
this Notion, as it regards the preſent State 
of the Controverſy between us and the 
Church of Rome, in ſome of the moſt 
material Inſtances. 

I reading and thinking upon the Scri- 
ptures; my private Judgment (which is 
but another Expreſſion for thinking) muſt 
determine me that the worſbipping of 1- 
mages directly oppoſes. both the Letter 
and the Deſign of the ſecond Command- 
ment; if tis impoſſible for me to grant 
the Leyety ought to be deny d the Cup 
in the Communion, ſo $4: as I believe 
St. Paul infallible, who four times, in 


four Verſes together*, cither commands 
or 
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"Tx" Cor. xi. 25. This as; as oft as ye drink +, in re- 
membrance of me. 26. As oft as ye eat this Bread, and 
drink this Cup. 27. Whoever ſnali drink the Cup 
of the Lord. 28. So let him drink of that Cup. 
The Occaſion of all this Direftion was plainly a general 


Profanation of the Sacrament by the Corinthiaus ; "7 
ine 


tw) 

ot implies 1 Lay-Corjnthians drinking 
the Cup; if I muſt judge Prayers in an 
unknown Tongue, to be point blank a- 
gainſt his Practice, who had rather uſe 
five Words in the Congregation, which 
they do underſtand, than ten thouſand 
they do not, and this at a time too when 
an unknown Tongue was often a miracu- 
lous Evidence; if, to mention no more 
Inſtances, I do as clearly conceive, as I 
do any Propoſition in Science, that Tran- 
ſubſtantiation vacates and abſorbs all the 
beſt Evidence of the Goſpel, and that 
ſtrong Argument to which our Lord ap- 
5 as to the Judgment of Mens out- 
ward Senſes, for the Truth of his Do- 
ctrine, from the Viſibility of his Miracles; 
and farther, that obliging me to quit v4 
Senſes in a Matter of Senſe, is, in Effe 
to bid me quit my Reaſon too, in all 
Matters of Religion. 
And if notwithanding all chis 1 muſt 
believe that Church (which has ordained 


| * D * of bbs Cidy 7 guiley of my . 
neſs? And ſo this part of the Epiſtle is directæad to them 
only, the Contrary is moſt evident; and conſequently this 
Doctrine is an impudent and barefac'd Oppoſition to the 
Authority of St. Faul, and in him to the whats divine 
Authority of the New Teſtament; and therefore 1s very 

properly to "be eſteemed a Branch of the great Apofiaſy- 
C 2 | them 


. 

them all, with the utmoſt Solemnity, 
cannot decree Hereſy, (altho' if theſe are 
Errors, they muſt be heretical Ones; 

not only becauſe they are raught for Do. 
ctrines; but becauſe, if erroneous, they 
neceſſarily imply, 1dolatry, Sacrilege, 
Profanation, and a great Meaſure of In- 
fidelity; ) then conſequently my Faith 


muſt reſt upon the ſole Authority of this 
Church, not only without, bur in Contra- 


diction to, what I muſt apprehend to be 


the plain Senſe, and unavoidable Meaning 
'of the Goſpel; and with me therefore, 
this Church would entirely aac the 
Authority of that Goſpel. 


The Force of this Argument will not 


be abated, by anſwering that thoſe of rhe 


Romiſh Communion believe no ſuch In- 


: conſiſtency, between the Scripture and 
that Church, as is here repreſented: for 
what I aim at now is, to ſhew that the 
Inconſiſtency (upon Suppoſition it is true) 
is fatal to the Authority of the Goſpel ; 


and thereupon we Proteſtants (who muſt 


find the Suppoſition to be Fact, if we 
look into Popery and our Bibles,) muſt 
alſo believe that in thoſe Doctrines ſo en- 
ſorc d, (as ſhe does manifeſtly enforce 


them, ) 


= 21 > 5 
them, ) there is not only a Departure 
from the Chriſtian Scheme, but a thorough 
Subverſion of it; tis all unravelld at 
once, if but one Doctrine can ſtand up- 
on a Foundation oppolite to its own. 
But were the Inconſiſtency not ſo viſi- 

ble and flagrant, . we ſhould till ſee a great 
deal in this Argument. Tis too notori- 
ous to be deny d by Papiſts themſelves, 
that theſe above-mention'd, and the like 
Doctrines, make no plain, expreſs, and 
unconteſtable Parts. of Scripture; but that 
they are added by a juſt Authority of the 
Church, and upon her proper Emergen- 
cies, and for the ſilencing of various ſuc- 
ceſſive Hereſies. Take this to be the 
only Uſe ſhe has made of her Authority, 
it will come up to our Purpoſe, by rea- 
ſon of the Sanction that ever attends theſe 
additional Doctrines; for when the Scri- 
pture's own great Sanction of Damnation 
is ſet as the Seal upon Doctrines not to be 
found in the Scripture; and this Seal is to 
be ſet as often, and to as many Doctrines 
as the Church ſhall think fit; how little 
in the Eye of the Vulgar muſt appear the 
Authority of that one only old Seal, that 


was ſet to a few Articles, which at beſt 
EW 8 are 
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( 22 ) 

are of no more Validity than any of the 
hundreds which the Church has affixed the 
Seal ſince, and can uſe it at Diſcretion. The 
more a Man conſiders this, the clearer he 
will ſee the moral Certainty of it, that 
Peopery does, if not neceſſarily, yer by a 
ſtrong natural Efficacy, alienate Men's Be- 
lief from the Scripture to the Church ; 
and leaves the old Text without Life or 
Authority, and dying like the Phenix, 
before it can produce the Daughter- 
Church. And taking the Religion then 
in this one View, it will appear not fo 
much an impipus Superſiructure on the 
Faith, (which is the general Accuſation,) 
as, what I now contend for, an utter De- 
molition of it; notwithſtanding the moſt 
agreeable Colouring, that artful Writers 
can give it. This they have attempted 
in another way, which is, 
N radition, whereby the Pope ſeems 


. indeed to reſtrain his own Mint of Coy- 
3age in Articles of Faith. But this is a 


ſham Curb, which Infallibility is in its 
own Nane incapable of having put upon 
it; any farther than that it {elf ſhall be 
the ſole Judge ro determine what is Tra- 
dition and what is Innovation. And in 
; this 


tions, and Accounts and Ar 


(23) 

this Caſe the tion comes round to 
the fame Point. Beſides, methinks that 
Doctrine which is brought to colour o- 
ver another, ſhould have ſome Features 
of Truth in its own Face. But (not to 
run out too far from my chicf Deſign) is 
it not wonderful and perplexing, that fo 
many Doctrines ſhould come down from 
the Apoſtles own Mouths, - (which is no 
| lefs than neceſſary to make them of equal 

Authority with what theſe Authors wrote, 

and yet not one of them is ſo much as 
mention'd in all the voluminous, and ſtill 
extant, Works of the famous Church- 
Writers and Hiftorians, for the fisſt four 
hundred Years at leaſt ? That thoſe Wri- 
ters ſhould tranſmit to us ſo many Rela- 
guments, of 
far leſs moment, than neceſſary Poctrines 
are; and carefully leave out of their Re- 

cords, all thoſe greater Matters, to be 
| handed thro? the different, and diffident 
Ages of the World, fram Mauth to 
Anh: as 4 Rule of Faith, which was 
never eſteem'd, in any other Caſe, 4 Rule 
of common Credit. I am fully convinc'd, 
upon asking my ſelf fach Queſtions as 
theſe, that nothing leſs than a foreſeen 
1 2; Neceſſity 


G 


Neceſſity to play ſome ſecond Engine a · 
gainſt the Word of God, after Infallibili- 


ty had done its worſt, could put Men of 
Letters upon the Choice of ſuch a rotten 


one as Oral Tradition 


But what fully takes off this 8 is, 
that Tradition need be no longer the Aſ- 


fiſtant, or Director, or Attendant on In- 
fallibility; becauſe, in that Church, both 
together have already done the work: 
they have been already the joint Parents 


of Frauds and Forgeries, anew to diſin- 
herit the Goſpel. _ 
The Jews have forg'd abiiodance of 


Traditions, ſince our Saviour's time as 


well as before, (and juſt like their Follow- 


ers at Nome, they laid they were an un- 
_ written Law called Caballah; * given to 
Moſes at Sinai; and deliver'd to ſuc- 
ceeding Generations by Word of Mouth; 


yet eyen at that time, he tells them olain- 


ly, ye have made void the Law of God 


thro Jour Traditions. An Expreſſion ve- 


_— 


a And yet the . of Trent places FER WP pot Wm | 
ter the Books of the Old and New Teſtament, Tradition ; 


ut we may obſerve not to tale the ſecond Place, for the 


Words are, Traditiones pari Pietatis affectu ac Re- 
verentiã ſuſcipit ac veneratur. Seſſ. 4. 

b Dr. Lightfoot, Vol. 1. p. 652. And that they valoda 
them above the written Word of God, Vid, Vol. 2. p. 199. 


17 


6250 
ry home to our Purpoſe, and importing 
this very intelligible Notion, that barely 
admitting ſuch unwritten Teſtimony for 
Doctrines, or Precepts of the higheſt. Ne- 
ceſſity and divine Authority, ſo long as 
there is a written Law of God to appeal 
to, as a complete Rule of Faith; that 
this, I ſay, does i2/0 facto make void, an- 
nul, and aboliſh that Law of God; and 
renders it of no Effect or Influence, over 
thoſe whom it was intended by God to 
govern and direct: and this, being as e- 
vidently and notoriouſly the Caſe of Po- 
Per), as it was of Fudai ſm, brings me back 
once more to my main Point, vig. that 
Popery muſt be a great Apoſtaſy ,. as it 
eludes the Authority, and enervates * 
whole Force of the Goſpell. 
But I muſt not N this Caſe of * 
Jews, till I have apply'd it to an Obje- 
cCtion, which this whole Argument, and 
indeed the whole of my plea againſt Po- 
pery, may ſeem to be liable to. It may be 
ſaid the Charge is carry d too high, and 
that I prove too much, (which is always 
proving nothing,) ſince tis known the 
Church of Rome has not at all abandond 
the Authority of the written Goſpel; but, 
| | on 
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on the contrary, holds the facred Wri- 
tings in fo mach Veneration, that ſhe will g 
not fuffer them to be abus d by the com- 
mon Peruſal of the Layety. | 6 

To this it will be a very pertinent An- 
ſwer in this Place, that the Romaniſto 
cannot poſſibly pretend to more Venera- 
tion for the whole Scripture, than the 
Scribes and Phariſees did for the Law and 
the Prophets in our Saviour's time; tis 
plain they paid all the outward Regard of 


ornamenting the Prophets Tombs; and 


as to the Law, they were aontinually ſtu- 


dying and teaching it; they read large 


Portions of it every Sabbath in the Tem- 


ple, and they wore it on their very Gar- 


ments; and yet theſe were the ſelf ſame 
Men whom our Lord tells ye have (that 
is, already then they had) made void the 


Law of God thro' your Traditions. The 
Deſtruction was already over, tho” the I- 


mage of the Deſtroy'd ſtill appear'd; and 


I defire no more to be granted me on this 


Head, than that Popery has _ far made 


void the Goſpel. . 


And yet there is ſomething in the Po- 


-piſh Infallibility, towards making void 
the whole Scripture, which there was not 


in 


125 


in the Jewiſh Traditions for making void 
the Law. For theſe Traditions leſt the 
written Law, tho” not a real Influence, 
yet a confeſſed Authority: but Infallibili- 
75 for interpreting Scriptures that would 
be otherwiſe too obſcure, (which is their 
conſtant Plea for the Neceffity of it,) 
leaves thoſe Scriptures no Authority at 
all; as it renders them incapable of be- 
ing appeal'd to, for the Proof of any one 
Article or Doctrine eſtablifſh'd by that 
Church. Becaufe the medium mould al- 
ways be clearer than the Propoſſtion; 
the thing whereby we prove, than the 
thing to be proved. But if Scripture be 
ſo obſcure as to want of Neceſſity an in- 
fallible Interpreter, then Scripture cannot 
be ſo clear as in Reaſon to be appeal'd 
to, for the Proof either of this Infallibili- 
ry, or any of the Churches Decrees; and 
this proves again, what has been made 
good before, that an infallible Interpreter 
is no Interpreter at all, but the Oracle it 
felf; and therefore Chriſtianity and 2 
ry, are Oracle againſt Oracle. 
And as the Nature of this Reign 
does more directly oppugn the whole Scri- 
pture than the Jewiſh Traditions did the 
Law, 
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Law, ſo haye the Votaries of the Former 


dealt more freely with the Bible, than e- 
ver the Jews did with Maſes. The Scribes 


and Phariſees never prohibited the People | 
to read the Law, after they had enjoy'd | 


the Privilege 1200 Years, _ We don't find 


that they call'd thoſe who would read it, 
in Terms of Deriſion, Bibliſts, and 


Scripturiſts; thus blaſphemoufly rally! ing 1 FE; 


the ſacred Writings, as much as ever Ju- 


tian the Apoſtate could do; one of whole 


chief Engines play'd. and Chriſtianity, 


was deriding the Scripturese; and I think 


he is an Example, not foreign to our pre- 


ſent Argument. 


Taking now the 3 upon this 


Head altogether, it will ſupply us with a 
407 but full Anſwer to all that can 


Poſh be urg d from Scripture, for the 
2515 Infallibility; for thus it will con- 
clude, the Word of Inſpiration from God 


| cannot poſſibly be ſo inconſiſtent with it 


ſelf, as to undermine and deſtroy its own 
Authority ; - but this it muſt do, if it has pla- ; 
ced Infallibility any Wh ere han it ſelf. 


s Val. Mag. pro Fide Catholica. | 
d Harding againft Jewel. In utroque paſſim occurrunt. 
© For the Account of this at large, ſee Dr. Ca ves Ec- | 


Much 


* 


(29) | 

Much leſs can the pernicious Doctrine 

be founded upon ſuch ſtrain d Expreſſions, 
as the Principal of them is; Thou art Pe- 
ter, and upon this Rock will I build my 
| 2 Church, and the Gates of Hell ſhall not 
= prevail againſt it. For beſides half a do- 
zen inſuperable Objections, in barr to the 
Application of this, either to Pope, of 
Council, or both; tis, at the bottom, a 
groſs Blunder, in miſtaking Indefectabili. 
ty for Infallibity. 

But if I can prove, by a few Words, 
that the Scripture has precluded both In- 
fallibility and Indefectability, from every 
particular Church of Chriſt, (as it ſtands 
collected of Gentiles only,) nay, and from 
the Church of Rome . Name; the Di- 
greſſion will, I believe, be excuſed,” eſpe- 
cially ſince I do not remember to have 

ſeen the Paſſage rg d with its due Force 
before. 

T be Place is de xi Ch. of the Epiſtle 
to the Romans, V. 20. Well, becauſe of 
Unbelief they were broken off, and thou 
flandeſt by Faith; be not high-minaed, 
but fear. The whole is evidently an Ac- 
count of the rejecting the Jews, and call 
= the Gentiles. The Church of Rome 

owns, 
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owns, with us, that the Jews were not 


infallible, either in Doctrine or Succeſſion, 


becauſe they actually fail d in both, and 
ſo were broken off. Nor does the Inqui- 
ſition pretend to perſecute any ſo rigidly 
as Jews; but then I ſay this latter Clauſe 
of warning, as neceſſarily implies the 


5 nay a Degree of Danger, ; that 6 Y 


y Geatile Church may fall away and 
be broken off; and conſequently that ſo 
may the Church of Rome, as included in 


the Caution. 
But fhe is more than barely included; 


for tis evident there was then 2 Church 
of Rome, as really as there is now ; and 


ſo the Expreſſion runs by the Name of 
Church or Churches in moſt Epiſtles, 
wherein the Apoſtles directed to the Chriſti. 
ans of a Place. From whence tis neither 
probable nor credible that the infpir'd Wri- 
ter, when ſpeaking of the Fall of the Jews, 
and the Danger of Falling in the Geatiles ; 
ſhould addreſs that very Diſcourſe, to the 
Body of the Romiſh Church, in particu- 
lar, (chou ſtandeſt by Faith, be not high- 
minded, but fear; had he known, accor- 
ding to their modern Tenet, that this Church, 


Age 


of all others in the World, was from that 


CRF © 
Age to be bleſs d with the glorious Privilege 
of Infallibility and Indefectability tos. 
This, I think, reduces the whole Preten- 
ſion beyond an Improbability, to a pal- 
pable Abſurdity. But there is another 


4 thing highly probable to be collected from 


hence; and that is the Spirit of God fore- 


I knowing the future wicked Pretence of 


that Church, mov'd the Apoſtle to place 
his Antidote there in particular , from 
whence the Poiſon was afterwards to 
ſpread; and to ſhew all Ages of the World, 
that High-miindedneſs is the greateſt Dan- 


ger of being broken off, and high-minded 


Infallibility an actual Apoſiafy from that 
Religion which ſuppoſes all Mankind lia 


ble to Unbeſief. 


I conclude this Head by repreſenting 
the whole of it thus briefly in Form. 
The Scripture was reyealed and record- 
ed by the Spirit of God, to be to every 
Chriſtian the perfect Rule of his Faith, in 
order to his Salvation: which is evident 
both from the Authority the Scripture aſ- 


ſumes to it ſelf, and from the Nature and 


Intent of a ſtanding Revelation from God. 
But the Church of Rome, by aſſuming this 
Authority to her ſelf, has in reality diveſted 


che scripture of it. There - 


5 (32 ) 
© Therefore the Church of Rome has o- 
verthrown the Authority of Scripture , 
and deſtroy'd the Nature and Intent of it, 
as it is a ſtanding Revelation from God. 
Which is (trom Scripture and Chriſtia- 
a a great Apoſiaſy. | 
% PiRO: Bi bk 

The ſecond Propoſition I intend to 
prove, is, that Popery is become à great 
Apoſiaſy from Chriſtianity, by corrupt- 
ang and deſtroying the true W _— of 
this Religion. 

And this comes next in order to bi com. 
ſider'd, as a right Faith and Worſhip may 
be call'd the two great Fundamentals of 
reveal d Religion; and tue Worſhippers, 
in our 'Saviour's Language, is an Expreſ- 
ſion of equal Latitude with Men Profeſ- 
ſing the true Religion. 

The holy Race was all lang diſtin- 
guiſh'd from the Bulk of Mankind, by 
their true Worſhip of one God; whilſt this 
one grand Source of Wickedneſs, fal/e 
Worſhip, as it ſprang from a great Dege- 
neracy of human Nature, ſo it led them 
into more and more Wickednels ; and left 
them, judicially from God, under all Un- 
ak vile * and a reprb- 
bate 


- 


Ty 


bate Mind, as St. Paul declares at large, 


in his firſt Chapter to the Romans. And 


indeed nothing that can be thought of 


will account for ſuch an Univerſality of 
monſtrous Wickedneſs, beſides a no leſs 
abſurd and unnatural Worſhip,” For (to 
trace this Matter a little farther, becauſe 
it will give great Light in the preſent En- 
quiry,) all the groſs and wicked Errors of 
the Heathen World, with regard to God 
and his Worſhip, may be reduce d to 5 | 
four; - 7 

1. Multiplying his Eſſence, 

2. Cloathing him with Body, 

3. Confining his Preſence, * 26% 
4. Aſcribing to him human Paſſions. 
Theſe Particulars make up what I term 
the grand Debaſement of the divine Na- 
ture in the World; upon which follow'd 

a like Degeneracy and Corruption of the 
Human. For, as to the firſt, | it was na» 
tural for thoſe who had Ignorance enoug 


h 
to worſhip a Multiplicity of Gods, to ſeck - 
for, and to hope to find, even for their 
worlt Actions and Enterpriſes, ſome 19 80 | 


pitious God amongſt ſo many. 


2. When thay; Wee 


1 and had an outward Figure; this 
led 


is, ( 34 ) 


=] led the Vulgar to believe that bodily Pro- 


1 ſtration, and all manner of external 00. 
| | ration, was the Life of Religion, and a 
1 ſufficient Atonement to the Gods, for all 
it! the internal Defects of Virtue, and Pollu- 


tions of the Mind. 
3. Confining the divine Piece fo an 


| 

| Heaven above, it feem'd neceſſary that 
| 
| 


there ſhould be Deputies to the Deity here 
on Earth; and ſome times (thro' Fable 
| Al and unaccountable Cuſtom) thoſe Depu- 
iþ ties were no better than Beaſts, or Stocks 
and Stones; to whom therefore the Opus 
operatum of a mere outward Homage, 
was more eaſi ily believ'd to be ſufficient. 
4. Aſcribing to the Divinity human Paſ- 
fions, and thoſe in all manner of Exceſs; 
making him ſuſceptible of Rage and Fu- 
Ty,” and capable of being appeasd and 
ſooth'd again; delighted with the Exha- 
lations of Blood and Smoke; and all the 
Parade of a magnificent Homage, and the 
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J | Virtue of a cruel Sacrifice; all this no 
Ll > leſs naturally inclin'd Men to neglect in 
Wo themſelves, what ſuch a Deity was ſure to 
5 ovyerlook for the Sake of their Offerings, 
1 all real and inward Holineſs and Virtue. 

5 One would think a ſmall Share of na- 
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tural Senſe a Reaſon would have. @ni* 
bled abundance of them (as it did ſom̃e 
few) to fee. clearly: thro” the Falſhood 
and Abſurdity of ſuch a Religion: hut 
the Prejudice of Infancy and Education 
has a Force that would in part account 
for it, had not the Apoſtle fully clear d 
the Matter above, as a judicial Blindneſs. 
This will let us ſee the true moral Rea: 
ſon of the firſt and ſecond Commandmentʒ 
prohibiting Polytheiſm, or the multiply. 
ing of bus Eſſence; and 1dolatry; or the 
Worſhip of any viſible Reſemblance uf his 
Aurhority, In the latter, the Worſhip 6f 
every Creature is interdicted, as they ate 
all ſuppoſed to be the Contents of Hea- 
ven and Earth, and Water under the Earth. 
And accordingly; the higheſt Order of 
Creatures, an Angel; is in the New Te- 
ſtament a forbidden Object of Adotation, 
When Sr. John receiving his Revelationz 
(either thro? Fear or Surprize, or mote 
probably /rhro' an Apprehenſion that it 
was the Angel of the Covenant; Ch#ift 
Je ſus, appearing to him ;) twice fell doi 
to worſhip that Angel, he is as ofret 
ſtopp'd and rebuk d with the utmoſt So- 
lemnityr- See thou do it not. I an 
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ly Fellow-Servant, ——- worſhip God. 
Thus peremptory and ſtrong is the Autho- 
rity, as the Reaſon of it is clear. A Flood 
of Wickedneſs muſt follow upon this Con- 
tempt of the holy God, ſo long as human 
Nature is the ſame, wherever there is an 
Alienation of his divine Worſhi pp. 
It is now therefore time to enquire whe- 
cher Popery has not renew'd this grand 
Artifice of the Devil, to cotrupt the Ideas 
of God, by altering and n his 

Worlhip. 9.855 . 
As to the Matter of Fact, in che firſt 
10 Place he that cannot believe the Monſter 
444 of Tranſubſtantiation, muſt be the groſſeſt 
1 -Idolater in worſhipping the Bread himſelf 


i 8 4 . 3 

5 cats“; but if he can believe it, the act 
_— 1 1 . . | 

11 carries in it a piece of Blaſphemy more 
"Bi 1 | > 48" 

1 abſurd than any I have met with in the 
1 Heathen Idolatry, which is that a Man 
\M mould at Oe x. borh adore and eat his 
11 ; God. 

| * But 7 e is the Cover, 
bt and v we are not now to take it off; 7 
il RAY „ eee 

if | £42 Concil. Tridens. 64% 23. C. 5. De. dy & venera- 
1 tione huic ſanctiſſimo Sacramento exhibenda. Er paſtea, 
"8 Dan. 6. Si quis dixerit ejus adoratores eſſe Idololatras A- 
5 nathema ſit. | aa 7 
it 
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in the next Place, Praying to Saints, as; 


(632˙0 


it is perform'd in that Church, is a direct 


Act of Creature. Worſhip; tis performed 
in the moſt ſolemn manner, upon the. 


| Knee, intermixed with the Prayers to God; 
and ſo making them equal Objects with 


him in hearing, tho? not in granting. The 
very lifting up of our Hearts to them, ne- 
ceſſarily ſuppoſing that they know them, 
at leaſt to the general Apprehenſion of; 
Mankind; to whoſe Apprehenfion, the 
Worſhip of our Common en, nnen 


always to be conformed. 


Nay, if this were all ſet aſide, yet the 


papal Idolatry is brought down to the 


Practice of worſhipping Images and Ne- 
/icks, as they did other inanimate things. 
We know they have try'd a Multitude 
of Artifices, to avoid the Force of this 
Charge, which I think I can fer before the 
Reader in a ſmall Compaſs, as they are 
reducible to two main Points: 1, How | 
they defend this Practice from being ido- 
latrous: and, 2. What they plead for the- 
Ground and C Oecaſton of in. 8 
As to the firſt, all the nice Diſtinctions 


chat ever were, or I may affirm can be 
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invented upon this Subject, muſt center 
in this one, of 4 ſubordinate Worſhip 
paid to theſe Creatures; while the W 
Adoration is reſerved for the great God. 
But if this will prove no Apology, then 
the Worthip muſt remain Idolatry. AE 
And thar it has no Reaſon to ſupport 
it, I offer the following Conſiderations: - 
1. The Prohibition of Idolatry is in Scri- 
ptare univerſal, abſolute, and precludes all 
poſſible Exceptions; neither Heaven a- 
bove., nor Earth beneath, nor Water 
under the Earth, muſt afford-xi any Ob- 
ject of Worſhip; and if 20 Object, then 
neither any one in the leaſt Degree of A. 
duration for the Commandment is ſtill 
more particular, 7hou halt not bow down 
| Fo them; thereby countermanding all ex- 
ternal Acts, (of which bow2:ng' down was 
the firſt and chief;) and by an Argument, 
2 fortiori, forbidding the leaſt Degree of 
mental Adoration, which is the higheſt 3 
Act of rational Worſhip. - /* . 
Tis therefore very daring, tis defying 
God $ Commandment, to bow down with 
a ſcholaſtic Piſtinction, when God has 
foreclos'd the Salvo. If the Aphoriſm is 
mY e a good in the Caſe of human Au- 
thority, 


** 
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thority, Ubi Lex non dicit nec tu dicere 
debes, ſurely it will conclude yet ſtronger 
with. Regard to the divine Authority. 
God has for ever ſeparated the Worſhip of 
himſelf and every Creature, and therefore 
juſtly may we ſay thoſe whom God bath 
put aſunder let no Man j joyn rogether. It 
is indeed ſuch an Affront to the divine 
Majeſty, ſuch a bold Contradiction of the 
whole Tenour of the Scriptures, as juſtly 
lays. this Church under an Apoſtaſy from 
the F 1 
2. But che Diſtinction will quite vaniſh 
away, when we reflect that this of Rome 
was the very Idolatry of the Children of 
Iſrael; for they worſhipped the Calf on- 
ly in Subordination to Almighty God. 
They forgat God (as David lays of them) 
in many Inſtances of Diſobedience, and 
this in particular; but that they ſhould 
forget him to be the laſt Object of Ado- 
ration; that is, that they ſhould forget 
his very Being, while ſo many Miracles 
were freſh in their Memories, ſeems very 
unaccountable: nay, tis contrary to the 
Account we have of that Matter of Fact; 
they did not ſubſtitute the Calf inſtead of 
Gn but inſtead of Moſes : they cry'd 
| D'4 


| 1 1 

* out indeed, Thefe be thy Goar, O Tßrael, 
1 which brought thee up out of the Land f 
1 Egypt; but did they think at the ſame 
jo * time the Calf was their Lord God, that 
8 had commanded the cloudy Pillar? No, 
d A | the Occaſion of making the Calf is twice 
W, toldin the ſame Chapter; as for this Mo- 
1 

1 ſes, the Man that brought us up out of 


he Land of Egypt, we wot not what is 
1 become of him. They wanted a Moſes 

therefore, an Interceſſor with God for 
them and their Sins, which is the nume- 


S | rical Idolatry of the Church of Rome. 
1 3. This diſtinguiſh'd Idolatry is alſo the 
= | fame with a great part of that, which was 
= committed in the Heathen World. The 
1 wileſt, if not the greateſt part of the Hea- 
bil | thens, were not Polytheiſts, properly 
1 ſpeakiog ; their Ot; were taken for infe- 
a | rior Gods only, but they beliey'd but one, 
1 75 Od 3 X, 7 02:90), *and they made all 


the reſt derivative, as to their yery Being, 


from the Supreme, the Monarch of the 
# Gods. And I cannot but remark here, 
55 
that, as this Notion is to be met with in 
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abundance of their Writings , ſo it is ex- 
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"Ih a See this prov d at large in the elaborate Work*of Dr. 
Cydworth's Intellectual Syſtem, from p. 256. 
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actly agreeable to” the Account St. Paul 
gives us of —— World in general: 
he drops their Ignorance, and only chaſti- 
ſes their Abuſe of the Knowledge of God. 
For the inviſible things of him from the 
Creation of the World, are clearly ſeen, 
being underſtood by the things that are 
made, even his eternal Power and God- 
head; plainly implying, rhat the Contem- 
plation of the viſible World above us, 
muſt lead a Man to the Acknowledgment 
of one er par „ all-wife Creator and 
Governor of it. This is indeed the Rea- 
fon of the thing; but how ſtood the Fact? 
Why it follows, So that they are without 
Excuſe, becauſe that when they knew 
God, they glorified him not as God, &c. 
but changed the Glory of God into an J- 
mage made like to corruptible Mam, &c. 

This was the Wickedneſs of their Ido- 
latry, that while they knew there was bur 
one Supreme Being, they worſhipped 
more Gods; and conſequently the reſt 
muſt have been worſhipped in Subordina- 
tion to him; or at leaſt the Worſhip of the 
reſt, will equally admit of the Popuſ Pleg 
now before us. 


Now I believe ir will not be da 
that 


eee 
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that God Almighty in his Word, has uni 


verſally branded both the Jewiſh and the 


Heathen Idolatry ; and that no Aquinas. 
could bring them off, tho' with a chouland | 
Diſtinctions. : 

One would think this were enough to 
ſilence the Plea of a ſubordinate Worſhips 


with all Believers in the Bible as well as 
the Church; and yet the Folly and Wic- 


kedneſs will be ſtill more flagrant, a, we. 
conſider, 

2. What they plead for the Ground — 
Occaſion of this Practice. The Sum of 
it is this; they look upon the true ſpiri- 
tual Notion of God, as too abſtracted for 
vulgar Heads; who want the Helps of 
ſenſible Repreſentations to lift them up 
to the heights of Devotion: and ſuch Helps 
are the Memory of Saints familiarly con- 


verſing on Earth, left upon their Imagina- 


tions; and Images, Reliques, Beads, Sc. 
impreſs d upon their Senſes. This is the 
beſt of the Plea, (not to take notice now 
of that ſenſeleſs one of Supererogation 


and Merit in the Saints, nay and every 


Rag they left behind them; ) and this 
Plea we frequently meet with, clpecialy 


in 
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in the Decrees of the Council of Trex? ®. 

Igrant (in anſwer to this) that the Ge- 
nerality of Mankind think too groſſly to 
worſhip God in the Perfection of Spirit 
and Truth; but the Queſtion is, whether 
the Worſhip of ſenſible Beings is any Help 
or Remedy for this Infirmity. I ſay, on 
the contrary, it does not carry us up to 
God, but brings him down to us; it chan- 
ges his Glory, (as St. Paul ſaid before) 
but does not bring us nearer to it. His 
Glory is indeed in it ſelf unchangeable, 
undiminiſhable; but yet it may ſuffer a 
ſolar Eclipſe from the Interpoſition of 
theſe bodily and ſenſible Repreſentations; | 
which baniſh from the Breaſts of vulgar 
Men, all right Apprehenſions of him; 
and this of Courſe throws off his Sove- 
reignty ; and that opens the Flood- Aan 
to all manner of Wickedneſs. 

This will account for it, why there is 
more, and more ſeverely ſaid againſt Ido- 
latry, in the Scriptures of the Old Teſta- 
ment eſpecially, than any other Impiety; 
as it is indeed the moſt prolific bs anus ; 


r .. 


* G. geſſio 3 Se natura hominum ea 
ſit ut non facilè queat ſine Adminiculis exterioribus ad 
rerum divinarum Meditationem ſuſtolli, KC. 
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and that, to reſtore the true Worſhip of 


one God, may be juſtly eſteem'd the great 
and general Defign of the whole Revela- 
tion. And therefore that Religion which 
tends ſo ſtrongly to carry us back to the 
fortiſh Worſhip of our Fore- fathers the 
Heathens, and to veinſtate Idolatry, is 
no longer to be look'd upon as an impi- 
ous Addition to Chriſtianity, bur the e 
ie te thei Nate it.. 
4i 03, MNG 
Popery tends to extirpate true Piety 
and Halinefs from the Hearts and Lives 


of Chriſtians, and thereby Rome ir an 


Apoſtate Church — 
+ After this View of the Faith 155 Wer: 
ſhip: of Chriſtianity, properly falls under 


our next Conſideration that other general 


Deſign, at which both the Faith and Wor- 
ſhip of Chriſtianity aims; the Reſtitution 
of human Nature to the Life and Power 


of Godlineſs; which, in this Life, may be 


call'd the ultimate End of Chriſtianity ; 
and that which directly leads to, and is 
inſeparably connected "with all the great 
Purpoſes of it in Eternity. This being an 
unconteſtable Point, if we will believe any 


| one | of the ſacred Writers, (for 'tis the 


Pei 
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Drifr of them all;) ler us examine the Po- 
piſh Religion by this Standard; to find 
whether that Church has not here allo de- 
parted ORD from the an In- 
ſtitution. | fg 

But we muſt not ical de find FR 
Matter under this Article ſo open and 
barefac'd as in others; avowed Wicked- 
neſs, in Creed, Bull, or Decree, would 
make the Impoſture too flagrant and viſi- 
ble to the Senſe and Conſciences of all 
Men. And yet if I can but have it al- 
low'd, as a poſſible Suppoſition, that the 
Chriſtian Fortreſs may be ſapp d, as well as 
florm'd, we ſhall make a ſufficient Diſco. 
very of undermining Work. | 

There is, we know, in that Church | 
wol ſacredly held, what I may term the 
after-game of Purgatory*; out of which, 
if impure (or, which is all one in the Chri- 
{tian Acceptation, impenitent,) Souls can 
be redeem'd by the Prayers of the Church, 
and the cs ſaid by the Prieſt, this muſt, 


8 Rm ca otitis 1 F att. x %7 TH" IIs 1 Meth cate. Go — dro ener, 
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2 Concil. Trid. ot 25 Clos Catholica Ecclefia—— 
noviſſimè in hoc OEeumenico Concilio docuerit Purga- 
torium eſſe; animaſque ibi detentas, fideliam Precibus, 
potiſſimum verd acceptabili Altaris Sacrificio juvari, pre- 
| Cipit——ut ſanam de Purgatorio Doe TER W- 
ceri & ubique prædicari··— 
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| hath appeared unto all Men, teaching us 


HH | 
in the firſt Place, give to the looſe and 
luxurious part of Mankind, (if they have 
the leaſt Belief left, or the ſmalleſt Appre- 
henſion of the Danger either of Hell, or 
Purgatory Fire,) the greateſt Eneourage- 
ment imaginable to accept , with all 


Thankfulneſs, a carnal Security in ex- 
change for a rich Purſe. And we can- 
not doubt bur all fach Men of Ability; 
will as greedily purchaſe theſe Almighty 
Prayers, ſo much more efficacious than 
the Blood of Chriſt, as they are readily 
ſet ro ſale in the Church. Nay this muſt, 


in the next place, proportionably, tho” at 
an humble Diſtance, encourage all, down 


to the pooreſt; who in this Caſe may 
more confidently depend on the ſpiritual | 
Charity, than they do on the temporal 
Relief of the Great and Good. Nay, 


who always have a Share allow'd them in 
the general Maſſes; and thoſe eſpecially 
which are purchaſed by the Charity of 


rich Souls, for the Benefit of the Poor. 

Now this one Trent Article does, in 
effect, reverſe the great and ultimate De- 
ſign of Chriſtianity, with regard to this 
Life. St. Paul ſays, The Grate of God 


rhei 


1 
| that denying Ungodlineſs and worldly 
Tuſte, wwe ſhould live righteouſly, ſober- 
ty, and godly in this preſent World: and 
upon this ſolely, he grounds all our Hopes 
of Heaven. For it immediately follows, 
looking for that bleſſed Hope, and the 
glorious appearing of the great God, and 
our Saviour Feſus Chriſt. But between 
theſe two Clauſes the Church of Rome 
has thought fit to interpolate Pur gatory. 
And 'tis an Interpolation of that Nature as 
utterly to deſtroy the Force both of the 
antecedent and ſubſequent Clauſe. For to 
extend the Limits of Pardon beyond what 


Jeſus Chriſt has done in his Goſpel, is in 


Reality to unfix and lay open all the Li- 
mitations and Reſtraints which he has put 
upon that Pardon. And when theſe are 
left, as it were indefinitely, to be ſtated 
by mercenary Men, and this by a pretend- 
ed Authority from the Goſpel, they make 
the Godlineſs of that Goſpel it ſelf to be 
Gain, and Money the baſe Deſign of 
the whole. And moreover, the Docttine 
ſtands in ſach direct Oppoſition to the 
whole Scripture Account, both of the 
| Conſequence of the Fall of Man, and 
the Condition of his Recoyery in this 
LY State 
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State of Probation; it is ſuch a ſecret En- 

couragement , not to Luſt only, but to 
Perſeverance in it to our Live's End. It 
is, in a Word, ſo like the Crime of Simon 
Magus, (unleſs it ſhould ſeem greater Cor- 
—.— to ſell, than to bay the Gift of 


God; ) that it muſt throw the Church in- 


to his Condition too, ihe Gall of Bitter- 
neſs. And tis not unworthy our remark- | 
ing, that St. Peter's Succeſſor, ſhould 


rake ſo much Money to purchaſe Eaſe in 


the next Life, when St. Peter was the 


Man that ſaid to the intended Purchaſer 
of a ſpiritual Gift in this Life, Thy Money 
periſh with thee, becanſe thou haſt 


thought that the Gift of God may be par- 


chaſed with Money. Laſtly ; when we 
find that, in Aid of Purgatory the Church 


has coin'd Works of Supererogation ; not 
to advance the Saints above the ordinaty 


Reward of Heaven, but to tranſplant theit 


luxuriant Branches of Picty into more 


baren Ground, we ſhall have before us a 


full Diſcovery of two of the moſt Antichri- 


ſtian Principles, which are, that he rich 


can never do too little, and the good may 
do too much, to obtain $ atvatzon. 

The Propoſition we are now upon might 

_ lately 
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ſafely reſt upon the Proof of this one 
Point; and yet there is to follow ſo large 
a detail of Particulars under this Head; fo: 


N many Inſtances wherein that Church is 
rhe true efficient Cauſe of corrupring the 
Morals of its own) Members; that, to 


keep within the Compaſs of my Defign 5 
I muſt only hint a Lomé of che e 
of them. För Examplßqg ID 
How much muſt it tend to n of 
Mens Minds the Authority of God, and 
the Awes of his Religion, to ſee a diſpen- 
ſing human Power, aſſum' d and exercis d, 
in many of his expreſs Laws? 
Maſt it not grie vouſſy hurt and weaken' 
the Bands of Truth and Veracir amongſt 
Men, when they ſee (in the Conſtitution 
of their Church,) an avowed Doctrine and 
Practice for the diſſolving of Oaths, and 
Vows; and Faith, moſt por piracy 
and engag d? 
The Bank of Indulgendies, and Tomb 
mama for Sin, is a broad hint, 5 and a 
never: failing Inſtrument to make great 
Men act as ſecurely in Conſeience, as in 
Inclinati | 
The Virtue of the Sacraments conferr'd 
by the mere opus operatum, and conſe. 


4 E quently 


6500 
quently without Regard to internal Qua- 
lifteations in the Receiver, is another can- 
ker. worm that corrodes and eats out true 
0 Diety and Devotion. | 
* Again; the great bar to sin, which is 
ij Shame, is quite broken down by anricu- 
lar Confeſſion; and Repentance it ſelf is 
nipp d in the Budd, by the unconditional 
Prieſtiy Abſolution on every Offence. 

So alſo the religious Virtue and Effica- 
cy taught and believed to be in Pilgri- 
mages, J. mages, Religues, Altars, Fra- 
teruities, and many other conſecrated 
things, are ſo many Diſcounts and Draw- 
backs upon the T gleprs which the Bape! 
requires. 

It muſt be alow'd ala no Daene of 
the ſtricteſt Diſcipline can atone for ſuch 
grand Defects in the inſtrumental Parts of 

Religion: and yet, cis certain, that the real 
Looſeneſs of Diſcipline it ſelf in that Church, 
tho it lurks under an apparent Aufterity, 
is a, Cauſe ſtrong enough to lay waſte the 
Conſciences of all that are privy to it, and 
theſe muſt ſpread the A 7 pen much 
farther. 


All this 1 look upon to be A: * and 


Juſt Account of what we have heard much 
of, 


(5r) | 
of, of late, the Growth of Atheiſm in J. 
taly. Tho' one would be apt to wonder 
at the Politicks of ſo much barefac'd Cor- 
ruption that cauſes it; did he not reflect 
again, that ſuch is the eſſential Purity of 
a true Church of Chriſt, ſo perfectly free 
muſt ſhe neceſſarily be from all that is fi 
niſter, and diſhoneſt in her Conſtitution, 
that there is no material Departure from 
the Inſtitution of Chriſt in this Regard; 
but it will in time be total too; accord- 
ingly Popery, ſurvey d all around, will be 
all of a Piece. 
She has not only ſhut her Eyes again 
the Light of the Goſpel, but cover'd her 
whole Face with the moſt wicked Errors; 
and is ſo far from being the only beaute- 
onus Spouſe of Chrift, that ſhe is, under 
the Mask of Piety, the very meretricious 
Inſtrument of the Father of a Lye, and 
the Author of Sin. And all this fully 
comes up to the ene of a great 


Apoſtaſy. ' 
|  _PROP. IV. 


Popery is deftruttive of true | Chriftidn 
Devotion in religious Aſſemblies, and 
thereby _—_ OO" ot part of 
C CO” 

E 2 This 
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This Propoſition concerns only their 
Practice of having a Latin Service, in a 
Nation where it is not the Mother- Tongue, 
but, as it is every where now, a dead Lan- 
guage, which may appear at firſt view as 
an Error indeed, but not as a Branch of 
an Apoſtaſy. But looking farther into it, 
we thall fee that as the true ſpiritual Wor- 
ſhip of God, (in Prayer, and Praiſe, and 
Interceſſion;) makes a great eſſential Part 
of Chriſtian Practice, and has the ſtrongeſt 
Influence on the Hopes and Comforts, the 
Diſpoſition of the Mind, and the Conduct 
of the Lives of Chriſtians; ſo the publick 
Service in the Church is the much greateſt 
part of the Devotion of the Generality of 
Chriſtians ; who, either thro' other Avoca- 
tions, or want of Capacity and Thoughttul- 
neſs, are generally neglect ful of private Pray- 
er; and eaſily farisfy their own Conſciences, 
If they regularly attend the public. 
Whereupon it is highly requiſite that 
che Publick Service of God ſhould be as 
near as poſſible #nzver ſally edifying. And 
no doubt it was upon this Foundation, 
that, from the time the Inſpiration of the 
Speaker and Hearers began to ceaſe, ſta- 
ted Forms of Prayers, and Liturgies, were 
5 every 
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every where cſtabliſh'd'in rhe firſt Ages of 
Chriſtianity : nay, that they have been 
ſo before the ceaſing of Miracles, even in 
the times of Ignatius, Irenæus, and Ter- 
zullian, is evident from aro. of theje Ex- 


CEEx 


preſſions. 22 10 
But then was this pie 2 gn —chis 
joint Prayer, theſe . Grad theſe com- 
mon Prayers performed in an unknown 
Tongue, or in any other beſides that which 
was the Mother-rongue of the Audience ? 
The Church of Name does not pretend 
they were; and indeed all the Accounts 
we meet with of them, in moſt of the Fa- 
thers, is one Nr Proof of the con- 
trans d | 
But tis is not ſo properly my Buſineſs, 
as it is to prove, that this Deviation from 
the primitive Practice, is a Departure from 
one great Deſign of Chriſtianity it ſelf. 
For, as far as publick Devotion extends 
in the untaught Laity, this Practice cuts 
off almoſt all Communication between God 
and the Soul; it deſtroys the very End and 
Deſign of Prayer; leaves it neither Spirit, 


o 1 his is proved at t large, in Dr. 7" Fallener 5 Libertas 
722 8 from p. 123. and in his Vind. of 1 f 


from p. 


* 15 Nichols s Preface to the Common Prayer. 
u = nor 


ln 

nor Truth, nor Underſtanding z though 
theſe are all made eſſential to true Devo- 
tion and Prayer, by our Saviour and St. 
Paul; and it ſubſtitutes, in their room, 
ſtaring at a Prieſt's Veſtments, and telling 
of Beads. Thus obliging them one would 
think, (for fear they ſhould pray of them- 
ſelves,) to attend to that which is mere 
Amuſement, and ſticks at the Wy my 
4 mental Devotion. © 

may juſtly affirm that this great Rasch 
une Religion, publick Prayer, is very 
much alter'd and injur'd by tempore 
Prayers; eſpecially when the whole time 
of Prayer is taken up with them. For, 
in this Caſe, the Petitioner muſt be often' 
turn'd into an Auditor; (for want of Abi- 
| liry-to- attend to, and proceed with the 
Speaker, and addreſs all to God, as faſt as 
tis ſpoken ;). but where the Prayers are in 
an unknown Tongue, he is neither Peti- 
tionen, nor Auditor, but a bare Spettator 
of a prophane bene, wherein God is 
mocked. | 

When 2 Man inks — of 850 
the only thing he will find a Difficulty to 
account for, is not cui bono, for hits 


good Purpoſe ſhould the Church thus ſhur 
1 


* 


up che great Avenues to Heaven from the 
deluded People; but what Politicks could 
encourage her to fly ſo directly in the 
Face of all Reaſon, all Religion, Scripture, 
apoſtolical and primitive Practice: And 
why the Practice ſhould: continue, after 
many of that Communion are grown quite 
aſham'd of it, and the Alteration was 
ſtrongly pleaded for at the Council of Trent, 
To unty this Knot there are various 
Conjectures; ſome are of Opinion this 
Church is, and always ought to be very 
much afraid of Amendments ; not know - 
ing, with all her Infallibility, where they 
may end; and this will be ſhewn to be a 
pretty good Reaſon by and by. Others 
din the leſs the Performance is under - 
ſtood, - the more the Performer is ad- 
mird, and the Show better carry d on- 
Some again affirm that hard and unintel- 
ligible Words are abſolutely neceſſary 
ro ſupport the harder and more abſurd 
thing of Tranſubſtantiation; which is the 
_ 1 the whole ne and makes 
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© Fida Gicttia inſttuta fant ab e callidis.1 at 
neſciret Populus quid coleret, Lac. lib. 5. c. 20. Bar- 
baro fimplices quoſque terrent * ut W non intel- 
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the Maſs propitiatory: to which 1 chink 
may be added, that the falſe and unchri- 
ſtian Zeal of Perſecution (which will be 
the Subject of the next Propoſition,)» muſt 
be attended, and aſſiſted, and ſupported 
by falſe Devotion; leſt the pure Flame of 
a fervent ,' but regular Addreſs to God, 
ſhould kindle in them a Zcal which is ac- 
cording to Knowledge; and a true ſpiritual 
Worſhip, ſhould raiſe a true ye” — 
5 of Chriſtianity. - 

However the Cauſe ſtands: in Falk, we 
need not undertake to determine it preciſe- 
ly; ſince this we know in general, that it 
muſt be ſome groſs, nay ſome wicked Er- 
ror at the bottom; and this is diſcovera- 
ble not only from what has been ſaid a- 
gainſt it, but from what has. been ſaid for 
it too. The miſerable Shifts! they are put 
to in colouring over the defenceleſs Pra- 
ctice, is the ſtrongeſt of preſumptive Proof 
that the Cauſe ſtands upon another Foun- 
dation, beſides that of Reaſon and Reli- 
gion. They plead that ignorant People 
may miſtake the Senſe of the Prayers, and 
therefore they will take from their Pray- 

ers all Senſe. Whatſoever: which is juſt 
tantamount to * W of a Tra- 
veller, 


_...” 

veller, for fear he ſhould loſe his way. 
Tis urg'd by others without bluſhing , 
that the Latin Inſcription on the Croſs 
was a Direction to the Latin Church, for 
this purpoſe; as if that which was at firſt 
intended to inform the Paſſengers, was 
afterwards deſign' d to blind the Congre- 
gation. Nay, tis ſaid that the Prieſt's Ha- 
bit and Geſture in Adminiſtration, is more 
likely to excite Devotion than a well 
compoſed Prayer; ſo true it is with them, 
and in their own Proverb, that [gnorance 
is the Mother of Devotion; and the 
Daughter will reſemble her in every Fea- 

. and be juſt as much good for nothing. 
Let us now ſee howethis Argument will 
ſtand in Form, and ſo cloſe the Propoſition. 
I be publick and united Prayers of the 
Cg steg appears from the Goſpel 
and the Hiſtory of the Apoſtles, to be 
one great Purpoſe of the Incorporation of 
Chriſtians into a Church; and therefore 
that Church which vacates the Uſe of pub- 
lick Prayers, runs counter to its own 
Inſtiration3 and ſo far forth is an rente 
Church. 92 

But che Church of Rome has effetually 
done this: Therefore ſhe runs counter to 
ker on Inſtitution, Sc. And 


And this muſt be termed an Apoſtaſy 
from the Faith; ſo far forth as Faith and 
Practice, and Devotion, are all inſepara- 
bly connected in the — — 

on, Sc. | | 
PR O p. v. 

The 3 Doctriues, nn and 
conflant unrelenting Practice of the 
Church of Rome, in perſecuting, even 
to Death, all that dier from her, ei- 
ther in Doctrine or Diſcipline, do atone 
make good the Charatter: of an W 
Church. 

Under this Head, I may very well tale 
for granted (unleſs I am call'd upon for 
farther Proof, ) what is uſually urg'd, that 
Perſecution, eſpecially unto Death for the 
Sake of any Tenets in Religion, is con- 
tradictory to the ſoft Spirit which breaths 
thro the whole Body of Chriſtianity, and 
yet that the utmoſt of this Perſecution is 
maintain d and practis d by this Church, 
where - ever her Amn is anten al. 
mitted to. 

My peculiar Baſt neſs is to proye thas 
this Practice, thus avowed, tho' it does 
not oppugn any one Article of our Creed, 
* * to be N on the De- 
| tence 
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_ fence of the all, is nevertheleſs a true 
Apoſtaſ from the whole Faith. And, 
I. St. Paul has determined in his own 
Caſe, what will go a great way in this, 
in the three firſt Verſes of the xiii*® Chap- 
ter of the firſt Epiſtle to the Coramthians : 
that without Charity (which according to 
his Deſcription can never perſecute, 4 it 
ſaffereth long, and is kind, beareth all 
things, belzeveth all things, hopeth all 
things, endureth all things, be is a 
| Jounaing Braſs and a tinkling Cymbal, 
nothing but Noiſe; that all Faith and 
Knowledge, even the heroic Piety of 
Martyrdom, without it, proſiteth bim no- 
thing, but that he is nothing. This be- 
ing the Caſe of every particular Chriſtian, 
muſt be equally applicable to that of a 
whole Church. If not only her Practice, 
but her Principles too, are deſttuctive of 
Charity, all her Orthodoxy (admitting it 
all,) profiterh her nothing, and it remains 
that the ir nothing. That which annulls 
the Chriſtianity of the one by God's Word, 
muſt, in God's Sight, unchurch the other. 
Foraſmuch as it is impoſſible to ſuppoſe 
Chriſt's myſtical Body, can really ſubſiſt 
with a Conſtirutipn, which is deſtructive 
of 
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of every Limb of it. Therefore the Church 


of Rome can no more be ſtyled in a Chri- 

ſtian Senſe the true Spouſe of CHriſt, than 

St. Paul would have called himſelf on the 

fame Suppoſition a true Chriſtian ; ſhe is 
become what he would have become, n9- 

thing; the mere Phantom of a Church; 

and this could come to paſs on no other 

Account, beſides her falling away. | 
2. The want of this great Chriſtian Grace 
of Charity, as it annulls all her Faith, fo 

it is the ſtrongeſt Preſumption, and a ve- 
ry good Proof, that ſhe had parted with 
that Faith, before ihe could take up this 
Principle. For as it is a Maxim in pri- 
vate Life, Nemo repeute futt tur piſſimus, 
No Man turn d Proſtigate o the ſudden; 
it is no leſs certain, in the Conſtitution of 
a Church, that her Doctrine muſt have 
undergone many gradual and advancing 
Corruptions, and the Apoſtaſy have been 
long begun, before her Champions could 
ever be brought to think, to act, and to 
defend, what is eternally repugnant to the 
Spirit and Temper, and Liſe of the whole 
Religion. The more I think of this, the 
more convincing I find it: the Principle 
of exterminating a Man from the Face of 
. * "hl 
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the Earth, for his nſere Opinions, without 
ſo much as the Pretence of any evil Pra- 
ctice ſubſequent, is certainly ſtanding a- 
gainſt the glaring Light of Nature; and 
this being a Caſe where Chriſtianity has 
improv'd, and added new Cords of Love, 
before this Church of Nome could thus be- 
come totally devoid of all Regard for the 
Rights, and all Compaſſion to the Infirmities 
of Mankind, her principal Managers muſt 
have been turn'd Atheiſts; and theſe 
being ſucceeded by ſuch as themſelves, 
and the Doctrine eſtabliſh'd, by the often 
reiterated Authority of Infallibility, is be- 
come interwoven with her Conſtitution, 
and ſhe muſt now ſtand or fall by it. For- 

aſmuch as the reforming in this one grand 
Point, would prove her to have been an 
apoſtate Church from the time ſhe began 
to perſecute, tothe Inſtant of chat Benn 


mation. 


3. We may y deny 58 chat ou 
ao of thoſe, are true Chriſtian Doctrines, 
which are taught to be propagated by the 
Means of Perſecution. They may indeed 
be Words that carry the ſame Senſe with 
thoſe that Chriſt taught: but while they 
arc eſtabliſh'd by Means, and employ'd 


for 
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for Ends diametrically 8ppoſite to his, they 
are only Engines borrow'd from his own 
Artillery, to be levell'd againft himſelf, 
the Lover of Mankind, and his whole 
Religion, Poor is firſt Pure; and then 
1 

Therefore if ever any one of thoſe he 
has butcherd for Heretics, was right in 
the Belief for which he faffer'd; or if ſhe 
has any one Error in her whole Conſtitu- 
tion, as it now ſtands in this Caſe, tis 
perſecuring Chriſt himſelf; and his own 
Words are applicable to her, as they were 
fpoken to Saul, Why per ſecuteſt thou me? 
But ſuppoſing the Heretic were really 
fuch, the Doctrine is nevertheleſs damna- 
ble, and proves the Apoſtaſ). For this is 
in the higheſt Senſe of St. Pauls Words, 
Holding the Truth is Unrighiteouſneſs; 
and he affirms the Wrath of God is reveal. 
ed againſt it. Tis the moſt unrighteous 
thing in the World, to put Men to death 
for what they ſincerely believe, and there- 
fore cannot poſſibly disbelieve; and there- 
fore if Love be the diſtinguiſhing Mark of 
a true Chriſtian , murdering (when a 


* Rom. i. 18. 
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Church-Principle) / maſt be! mw —_ W. 
the Beaſt. © 

And thus do I any ut our main 

Point to be made good, upon this one Ar- 

ticle of Perſecution; tho' we ſhould ſet a- 

ſide all J have been labouring at before ; 

that is, if ſhe had neither alter d the Faith, 
nor corrupted the Worſhip, nor enervated 
the Precepts, nor obſtructed the Devotion 
of Chriſtianity; yet her Practice is Anti- 
cChriſtian in avowing Perſecution for the 

Faith of Chriſi becauſe theſe two things( his 

Faith and her Perſecution) being Contra- 

dictions that deſtroy each other to Eter- 

nity, the Remainder in the Church that 
holds them both, is, that ſhe holds no- 
thing at all of true Chriſtianity. 

But admitting for Proof what went be 
fore, then this laſt Article completes the 

Character: when ſuch pernicious Practice 

follows upon ſuch fatal Principles; and 

this Church, inſtead of being the true 

Judge of Controverſy, is the unjuſt Judge 

that has feared not God, neither regarded 

Man; the Meaſure of her Iniquity is fill'd 

up, and hers is emphatically the great A. 

poſtaſy. For altho' ſhe has not $:nbly a- 

ann Chriftianity, and deny d Core to 

be 
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be come in the Fleſh, yet ſince the great 
Apoſtaſy foretold in the Scriptures, is con- 
ſiſtent with the outward Profeſſion of Chri- 
ſtianity, as was ſhewn in the Entrance on 
this Diſcourſe; and ſince ſne does no more 
than profeſs it, this makes not the leaſt A- 
batement in the Accuſation; ſhe has actu- 
ally fulfilled thoſe Prophecies, and God 
himſelf has made Completion, the ſure * 
for the Interpretation of a Prophecy. 

And therefore I will advance no Feds 
Propoſitions relating: to the Iuſtances where- 
in ſhe has fall'n away, tho' ſeveral other 
Tencts might be produc d, and ſhewn to 
have at lcaft a conſequential Tendency to 
the ſo often mention d Apoſtaly. But 1 
muſt ſtay to add one general Propoſition 
to all the reſt, which I think will abun- 


dantly make good the Weed of onda Ls 


tiſe; it is this, A1 ohig | 5 
acl PROP. VL 240i 
Poper'y,, thus vitiated in the Efenis 
als of Chriſtianity, can ue ver, eicher re- 


Bets: or reform. 


This Aſſertion will need to . txplaig 4 
before. tis prov'd. And here, God forbid 
I ſhould think, either that particular] Mem- 
bers of that Church cannot repent of theit 


Sins 
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Sins and be ſaved, or that the See of Rome 
it ſelf may not once more become a pure 
part of the Catholic Church: and yet 
Popery is in its own Nature impenitent; 
for let us conſider what that Word im- 
plies, in the conſtant Uſe and Significati- 
on of it. It always implies, /#ch a Supre- 
macy of the Pope, as impowers him to de- 
clare Articles of Faith, . cither of himſelf, 
or in Confirmation of the Decrees of. a 
Council, in Aid to which great and abſo- 
lute Power, his Infallibility is and muſt be 
aſſerted and maintain'd. I ſhall, not yet 
enquire whether his bare & UPremacy, that 
is, a Supremacy extending only to Matter 
of Diſcipline and Order, might not ab 
without Infallibility, tho' it were univer- 
ſal; but the Supremacy in Articles of 
F aith, neither does, nor can fubfiſt with- 
out it. hs 
It does not: as is notorious in the pre- 
tenſion of every Pope, and all the true 
Friends to the papal Intereſt, the Jeſuits, 
and Canoniſts, for the laſt 300 Vears. 
It cannot ſubſiſt without Infallibility - : bes 
cauſe to decree Faith and Hereſy, by Con- 
ſequence requires the ſame Authority by 


VN the original Faith was deliver'd, or 
F elſe 
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elſe tis not equally binding; nay, in this 
Caſe, the Appeal determines finally in Scri- 
pture only; but the Authority of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles was undoubtedly infalli- 
ble, and therefore all other Authority, 
which, equally with that, binds under the 
Sanction of Damnation, muſt be infalli- 
ble alſo. 

But now, tis caſily apprehended that w. 
fallibility cuts its own Throat, whenever 
it either reforms or repents. Every the 
leaſt Defect in an Article of Faith deſtroys 
the whole Pretenſion : al! the Parts of 
ſuch a Religion are eſſential Parts; and 
therefore this wretched Cauſe can never 
lop off the leaſt Branch of it ſelf, tho' ne- 
ver ſo notoriouſly corrupt; and the Church 
is become by a fatal Neceſſity incorrigi- 
ble: having, by this one Pretenſion, made 
all its Errors an immoveable Maſs. So 
that nothing leſs than the Downfal of the 
whole Papal Superſtructure, can mend one 
of the many vicious Decrees and Canons: 
but then this wou d not be Popery reform. 
ing it ſelf; but the Church of Rome re- 
forming from Popery; which will indeed, 
when God pleaſes to grant it, put an End 


to the Controverſy. And then we may 
leave 
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leave his Holineſs a weſtern Patriarch, 
(which was the utmoſt of his Pretenſion 
for 800 Years;) without any Injury, that 
I know of, to the common Cauſe of Cats 
ſtianity. | 
Nor does the Difference amongſt chewn- 
ſelves, as to the Seat of Infallibility, make 
the leaſt Difference in this Point; becauſe 
all che Maſs of Corruption we have exa- 
min'd aboye, has been decreed (as well as 
deliver'd by DoQtors,) both by Pope and 
Council; both ſeparately and conjointly ; 
ſo that the whole Conſtitution of this Re- 
ligion is an Apoſtaſj of the ſame incura. 
ble kind, with that of the primitive De- 
ſerters. It ĩs impoſſible to renew it to Re- 
pentance; and this again makes the Apo- 

faſy a great one: which was the Point I 
undertook to prove; and am very much 
miſtaken, if I have not done it upon ve- 
ry ſure Grounds, and demonſtrative Evi- 
dence. And here 0 end this (Aut of ny 
U nn T9 11 
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W herein: 75 fſhewn the great Unhap- 


' pineſs of any Nation in general, 
with a. 4 ent Prince at phe ond 
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EF 1 may be now allow writs take it br 
granted, that ſuch is the Evil of Po- 
pery, as I have repreſented it to be, I ſhall 
hope to make it appear, that this Argu- 
ment deſerves our farther Confideration in 
lome important Conſequences ;' and as it 
may lead us in the Purſuit of Matters that 
more nearly concerns us, than a foreign 
Religion at firſt Sight may ſeem to do: 
and of theſe, the Title of this Chapter is 
the firſt thing I ſhall n upon, 0 
way of Couſequence. 

The Unhappiueſi of a Proteſtant Der 
ple, with a Popiſh Prince at the Helm, 
I place in the Danger they muſt be under 
of looſing their Chriſtianity; or, which is 
now all one, of changing their Religion 
as nationally eſtabliſn'd. And to make 
this Danger apparently great, I would beg 
of any rational Proteſtant, that he would 


5 weigh 
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weigh ſeverally, and after that put toge· 
ther the whole Weight of the e 
Matters and Obſervations. 

In the firſt Place, if ever there be any 
Truth in the old Saying, 
Regis ad exemplum rorus componitur 
Orbis, 

the Example will work ſtronger ſtill in 
the Caſe of Religion: as that undoubted- 
ly will prove the moſt pleaſing Imitation, 
the moſt agrecable Shape the Flatterer can 
put himſelf into; eſpecially if the Prince 
be a Bigot and ſincere in his Religion. 
(For it will appear before we have done, 
that Bigotry is in the Nature and Edenc- 
of that Religion; every ſincere Profeſſor 

of it muſt therefore by neceſſary Conſe- 

quence be in ſome Degree a Bigor.) Such 

a Prince muſt naturally affect the Propa- 
gation, of... 

Thus will a Court, for 3 Reaſons, 
follow, a Prince; and others, for the lame, 
will follow a Court: an this, upon Sup- 
poſition, he ſtands neuter, and keeps his 
Religion, to himſelf. This Reaſoning has 

no leſs Support than Matter of Fact with- 
in our Memory. Old Papiſts threw off 
the Mask, and began to compaſs Sea and 
F 3 Land 
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Land to make Proſelytes: in like manner 
new Converts flock'd to him, before ever 
the unhappy Prince began to ſubvert the 
Laws, or perſecute the Church of England. 

But, I believe, it will be hardly poſſi- 
ble to ſuppoſe that a Romzſh Prince, thus 
ſurrounded with his Flatterers and Follow- 
ers, ſhould put on ſuch a Neutrality as 
this; eſpecially, if we farther conſider, how 
natural it muſt be for a Man of Power, 
to be inſpired and actuated with the Prin- 
ciples of his own Religion, above private 
 Zealots. 

More eſpecially ſtill, if he believes it 
to be a true Religion; nay, and the only 
Method of Salyation for his loving Sub- 
jects, as well as himſelf. 

But much more ſtrongly ſtill will he be 
mov'd to exert himſelf, from what the 
particular Religion, he profeſſes and be- 
lieves, holds as the moſt meritorious Act; 
I mean the Propagation of it ſelf. This 
he will be told a thouſand times, how 
much it will brighten that he wears, and 
enſure him the Crown of Glory. Nay, 
this ſhall ſo effectually cover the Multi- 
tude of his Sins, as to let looſe Revenge, 
or wy other impetuous Paſſion he may 

"2 BI 
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have about him, into the higheſt Acts of 
Barbarity, not only wirhout Remorſe, but 
with Zeal. | t 
Nor can the Subjects be freed from 
theſe too-well-grounded Apprehenſions, by 
any prior Promiſes and Oaths, or preſent 
Conduct, that may look the contrary way. 
For if no Faith is to be kept with Here- 
tics, tis his Buſineſs to deceive and ruin 
theſe, out of Principle, not for want of 
ir, His Diſſimulation is his Piety ; and 
he only acts another part, till he can more 
ſafely be the Saviour that ſends khe 
Sword among them. 

This, I think, is reaſoning from the 
Nature of the thing, without conſidering 
any collateral Encouragements or Diſcou- 
ragements, ſuch a Prince may have, which 
will fall in our way afterwards. In the 
mean time, I only affirm, that what is 
natural to be ſuppos'd, can never be un- 
naturally or abſurdly fear'd. # 

Bur this is not all; nay, let all this go 
for nothing, and let us ſuppoſe for once, 
chat Humanity, and an innate inſuperable 
Goodneſs of Temper, makes him (in 
ſpight of Jeſuitiſin reſolve to be quiet: 


It will be ETON to conficet farther, whe- 
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. 3 
ther ſuch an Indoleuce would be altoge- 
ther in his Power, or not; whether, hu- 
manly ſpeaking, he could ſtand to his Re- 
ſolution, and his Religion together. 

Io this purpole it is obſervable, in the 
firſt place, that the Romiſh Writers (ma- 


ny before, and all ſince Bellarmin;) aſſert 


the Pope's Supremacy over all Princes in 
the higheſt Terms; tho' ſuch indeed, as 


do no more than become his Infallibility. 


They give him an incomprehenſible in fi- 
nite Power; call him ſupreme King of all 
the World; affirm that he has (what is 
more than regal Power with us) 4 Power 
to empoſe Taxes on all Chriſtians, to de. 


firoy Towns and Caſtles for the Preſer- 
val ion of Chriſtianity; i. e. Popery ; in 


Summ, the Pontifical Power is as much 
greater than the Regal, as the Sun ex- 
ceeas the Moon®.. So that, if they underſtand 


a. 


— 


— 


® Of which ſee a much larger Collection, in Dr. Bar- 
row, on the Pope's Supremacy, p. 3. and p. And 
here I cannot but obſerve, upon thoſe Words of the Reve- 
lations, Ch. xvii. V. 18. And the Woman which thou 
faweſt, is that great City which teigneth over the Kings 
of the Earth; that this is not only an expreſs Prophecy, 
but an Interpretation of 4 more obſcure Prophecy, given to 
St. John; which being the very thing aſſumed by the Popes 
above, does (in Conjunction with that other part, that 
Antichriſt ſhould be within the Church,) leave no room 
#9 doubt who is meant by the Woman and the City. 


Aſtronomy, 


(73) 
Aſtronomy, all the Luſtre, and all the In. 
fluence of the Prince, is derivative from 
the Pope. , 

Now, is it to be thought, that chis ſu- 
preme Magiſtrate of the World, (under 
Chriſt,) thus arm'd, can have no influence; 
no coerciye Power, by way of menace at 
| leaſt, over a ſubordinate one, who muſt 
be as much hix Subject, as he is his Be- 
liever? Or is it to be ſuppos d his Holi- 
neſs will have good Nature enough to ſup- 
preſs all his fulminating Authority, in a 
Caſe that ſo nearly concerns the Chair? 
Credat Fudeus Abella; ; but the Jews 
feel too much in Iraſy, Spain, and 
Portugal, to believe any thing of the 
Matter. 

Jam inclin'd to grant tartbel * thi 
Bull may be ſtrip'd of its Thunder, in 
paſſing ſo far as to England, as it has been 
in travelling to France; tho' a French 
King we know has been depos'd by a 
Pope. Yet I conſider Farther. „ that this 
popiſh Printe muſt live in Communion 
with ſome, Biſhop or Biſhops of that 
Church; and who muſt be at hand to ad- 


— 


2 King ; Philip, by Pope Bonitatias VIII. 
miniſter 
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miniſter to him n /acr:zs. The Queſtion 


is, whether they (in point both of Inte- 


reſt and Conſcience) . are like to let him 
ler ſtill? | 
* In Intereſt; the Cardinal's Hat, or the 
triple Crown, (an Emblem of the ſuper- 
eminent Power aſcrib'd to the Chair,) muſt 
lie fairly before the Biſhop's Eyes; and 
then, I am ſure, no other Miſſionary 
could ever plead ſo much Merit as he. 
He is bound to it alſo in point of Con- 
ſcience, and that by the Solemnity of the 
long Oath at his Inauguration ; wherein, 
among many other unchriſtian Promiſes, 
he, in the moſt ſervile Terms, acknow- 
ledges the Pope's abſolute Power, and en- 
gages to ſupport it; as may be ſeen ar 


large in the Pontiſiciale Romanenſe. And 
there is this more remarkable Expreſſion 
to our purpoſe, Hæreticos omnes, quan- 


tum in me eff, perſequar : I will per ſe- 
cute all Heretics to the utmost of my 
Power. And if all, then ſurely the moſt 
powerful and promiſing Means of exciting 
a Prince of that Perſuaſion to extirpate 

them, can never lie neglected. 


— — —-— 779 —— 
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Vid. Juramentum Epiſcopi, in any of the Editions. 


But 


En 
But what if all Motives and Arguments 
ſhould fail with ſuch an unaccountable Ca- 


tholic, as we are now (for Argument ſake) 
ſuppoſing the Prince to be; has the Church „ 


no Remedy left? Ves, ſhe has a dernier 
Reſort, to make all ſure. It is in this ve- 
ry Caſe, that ſhe has aſſum'd the Power 
of depoſing Catholic, as well as Hereti- 
cal Princes. We find it in the great La- 
teran Council, which is fully eſtabliſh'd 
by that of Trent; and the Decrees of it 
are all now in full Force at Rome; that 
a temporal Governor, being requir'd 
and admoniſhd by the Church, ſhould ne- 
glect to purge his Dominions of heretical 
Filth, he ſhould, by the Metropolitan and 
other Comprovincial Biſhops, be tyd up 
in the Band of Excommunication. And 
that if he ſhould neglect to make Satiſ- 
faction within a Tear, it ſhould be ſigni- 
fied to the Pope, that he might, from 
that time, pronounce the Subjects abſolu'd 
from Allegiance to him, and expoſe his 
Territories to be ſtiz'd on by Catholics. 

I cannot ſee how he could bear up a- 
gainſt the very Apprehenſion of this Arti- 
cle. For if the Pope ſhould once pro- 

nounce upon him; if he kept but one 
of 


Ar. Harding, p. 442, an 
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of his own Perſuaſion near him, that one, 


if he were a good Catholic, would be 


bound in Conſcience to diſpatch him: Eſ- 
pecially if there were a Succeſſor in being, 


3 of the ſame Religion,who,it might be hop'd, 


wou'd not prove ſo refractory. He were 
bound to do this, even tho' he had no o- 
ther Means left but to poiſon him in the 
Sacrament; for which he would not want 
the Argument of more than one Prece- 


dent. I fay, there would be no Method 


left to get rid of this direful Power, but to 
throw off the Pope's Supremacy, as our 
Henry VIII. did, and that would be i#/6 
fatto turning Proteſtant; and conſequent- 
ly, this is the only Hope a Proteſtant 
People have left in this Caſe; namely, 
that a Prince ſhould relinquiſh the ſtrong 
Prejudices and Principles of his Education, 


juſt when Power is put into his Hands to 


ſupport and exert them. I leave the Value 


of this Hope to any rational Eſtimation. 


But, I believe, we have Proteſtants 4 
mong us that will not like this way of 


ie ; er Bae — {aid why 


— — — — —— 


0: = Of Wes the Emperor, and our King John. See the 
Account and Defence of it D in Biſhop Jewel's Anſwer to 


443. 


things 
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things that may affect this Argument; and 
therefore I ſhall briefly — i the beſt 
of their Pleas, which are three. 

„The firſt is, that Papiſts (in their 0. 
pinion) a /it as looſe on their Religi- 
on as other Folks; and from hence they. 
would inſinuate, that ſuch. a looſe Prince 
would never attempt to alter the Religion 
of his Countrey. 8 

If by ſrting looſe on their Religion, is 
meant Hypocriſy, or any other Wicked: 
neſs in their Lives; I grant farther than is 
deſir d, that none other Religion can let 
Men ſit ſo looſe upon it, as Papery. But 
if the Expreſſion is to impart an Indiffe. 
rency as to the outward Succels and Pro- 
pagation of that Religion; almoſt any part 
of hat is ſaid above being allow'd to be 
true, nothing can excuſe a Man that ſays 
this, unleſs it be, that hes a Stranger to 
Popery. of) 
Again; tis pleaded: that natural Tem- 
fer, Ambition, and Education, makes as 
much Difference amoug#t them, as. the 
ſame things do among ii us; and why 
n all Papaſts be the ſame Zealots?,, 

F anſwer; whereyer Infallibility comes 


in, cheſe Reaſons go out of Doors: The 
manner 


(78) 


manner of doing the thing may vary, ae- 
cording to the Temper of the Zealot; 
(and yet even that but very little, where 
Perſecution is the Doctrine, and Murther 
meritorious;) but the thing muſt be done, 
as far as Opportunity gives leave, even 
by private Perſons: But Princes of all 
Tempers are unavoidably engag'd; and it 
is not their Ambition that can hinder them, 
but their Education; nay, and the Secu- 
rity of their Crowns and Perſons, that 
will prompt them to it. This brings me 
to their | 
Third Argument, from the Example of 
King Charles II, who was generally be- 
lieu d a Papi, yet made no ſiruggle for 
Popery. Tis hard, methinks, his Me- 
mory ſhould be loaded, and from that 
Quarter, at this time of Day; but let me 
anſwer, by asking two or three fair _ 
ſtions. 
_ Firſt, Are they ſure that prince «th 'd, 
or rather liv'd a Papiſt ? This is not pre- 
tended; and if not, then he might be a 
Proteſtant, or ——, and then this Argu- 
ment muſt go for nothing. Matter of 
Fact indeed, is too hard for moſt Argu- 


ments; but mere Stories of Fact, are 
| too 


. 
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too weak to be ſet up againſt good Rea- 
ſoning. 

Secondly, Upon  Suppoſition King 
Charles was a aiſgniſed Papiſt ; are they 
ſure that he did not, 271 aifauſe, pave the 
way for Popery ? They will hardly un- 
dertake to prove this Negative; and I 
have no occaſion to prove the Aﬀirma- 
tive: But only to obſerve, that acting 
for the Religion in diſguiſe, might pals 
for ſufficient Merit in one that was al- 
low'd to be a diſzuis'd Papiſt; and I 
think I may juſtly inferr, that if a diſ- 
guis'd Papiſt did work for his Religion 
covertly, or gave way to it knowinglyʒ 
a profeſſed one will act publickly and 1 
feſſedly for it. 

Thirdly, And to put an End to this 
Plea; Is it with them abſolutely certain, 
that King Charles did not ſuffer for the 
Inaction of his Reign? That he was not 
remoy'd to make way for one of more 
Zeal and Flame? And if not, the Caſe I 
put before of Inſecurity to the Perſon of 
the Prince is fully admitted; if they 
are not ſure of all theſesthings, as I 
humbly conceive they can be ſo of none 


of them , , it were better methinks for 
15 their 


( 80 ) 
their Caule, that his Aſhes ſhon'd lie 


quiet. 
I have taken notice of theſe p as 


| they tend to leſſen our Apprehenſions of 


a Popith Prince's attempting to introduce 
Popery ; which is one apparent Deſign 


of urging them; tho' they are generally 


contriy'd, by the Authors, to appear in 
the Company of Arguments of another 
Nature. 
But now, that we are upon Hiſtory and 
Fact, ſhall I bring a thouſand Inſtances to 
confirm our part of the Queſtion ? What 
Barbarities the Proteſtants have ſuffer d, 
from the Popiſh Governments they liy'd 
under, eſpecially in Germany, France and 
England? How many Princes have for- 
got, that they were Fathers of their Coun- 
rrey, merely by being Sous of the Holy See! 
I beg leave to produce but one Example, 
it ſhall be that of the late French King. 
He had many Inducements to treat his 
Proteſtant Subjects with humanity at leaſt. 


For the Hugonots had the greateſt Share 


in ſetting him upon the Throne ; they all 
allow, he hag a native Clemency inter- 

mix'd with his Ambition; and it muſt be 
ſuppos d he had Underſtanding and Dil- 


ccrnment 


(8: ) 


cernment enough, to know how much 


the Intereſt of his own State, was inyoly'd 
ih the Preſervation of all his Subjects, and 


the keeping them at Home. Beſides, no 


Prince of that Communion, has bore up 
againſt the Pope like him; and 'tis gene- 


rally believ'd too, that he /ate as looſe as 
any other on his Religion. 


In the beginning of his Reign; the Politics 
were ſo manag'd by his Governours, that 


ſeveral Edits were iflu'd in Favour of his 


Proteſtant Subjects; and gave them all the 


Indulgence his Anceſtors had done. When 


he firſt came to govern all himſelf, in two 


Letters of his to the Biſhops of Frances 


he recommends above all things, managing 
them with Gentleneſs, and forbids all other 


Force; bur that of Reaſon. | 
Bur the Jeſuits had not long got hold 


of him, until he ſuffer'd the Edicts and 
Orders to be violated throughout the King- 


dom, even before he cou'd be brought to 
repeal any of them: Till in a few Years af- 
ter, the Spirit of their Religion utterly ſub- 
du'd him; and the terrible Edicts, that fol- 
low'd upon the Heels of one another, 


drove vaſt Numbers, and many of his beſt 
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C2 
Subjects, abroad, to the 6 Da- 
mage of his Countrey. 

It is not material to this Point, whether 
what follows be exactly true; but, ac- 
cording to all our publick Accounts, he 
ſaw his Error too late on his Deathbed: 
Chaſtizing his Confeſſors, and recom- 
mending the Cardinal De Noailes, who 
had ſo long lain under his Diſpleaſure; 
and from whom many, that are inclin d to 
2 Reformation there, have conceiv'd no 
{mall Hopes. 

I look upon this as a flagrant Inſtance 


1 ſhew us, how far Popery will work, 


even in a wiſe Prince, not entirely devo- 
ted to the Pope. And that ſuch an one, 
who takes up that Religion without the 
Spirit of Perſecution, acts a perfectly in- 
conſiſtent Part, which, for that Reaſon, 
cannot be acted long; but Conſiſtency 
with his Religion and his Salvation, at 


leaſt the Appearance of it in the Sight of 


thoſe that profeſs the ſame Religion, will, 
and muſt, in the Reſult, conquer the Po- 
litics of the wiſeſt Prince upon Earth. 

The dreadful Effect follows from this 


pern cious S as lurely as any other 
Effect 


* 


(49) 
Effect does from its own Cauſe; in ache, 
ral way of Reaſoning. 

And nothing can ſertle one more firm- 
ly in this Belief, than the preſent State of 
Religion in Europe; which is ſuch, that, 
whereas Popiſh Subjects are tolerated in 
many Proteſtant Governments, there is 
not, I verily believe, one Inſtance, where- 
in the Proteſtant Subjects are indulg'd on 
the other hand, and where there is Pow- 
er enough in the Government to extirpate 
them. 

Such is, and ſuch will ever be, the un- 
happy Circumſtance of Proteſtants under 
any Popiſh Government whatever; under 
any Prince of that Belief, who is, or is 
like to be born into the World. Who, by 
an unhappy Education and Perſuaſion, is 
reduc'd to the moſt. irreconcilable Diffe- 
rence with his own Nation. He muſt have 
his Religion eſtabliſh'd, where they muſt 
not part with theirs: this makes the Strug- 
ole inevitable, and that will make the 
Danger apparent to all rational Appre- 
henſions. | 

And now if this Reaſoning falls ſhore 
of Demonſtration, tis, Ithink, neverthe- 


_ tels convincing ; ; as it is drawn from the 
8 2 Nature 


4 A * m_—_ 9 «A uy = # „ „ TITRE m "R * 4 N 7 
4 , ; * 18 Fo 0 5 5 ; e * * F 2 " — yp * D en W 9 , 3 * 
. n 9 * 182 r "> "oy — ps + — 
aha we hrs e E — OT ITY ee n K 3 mx 2 * , 
. . * * n * 2 AIRED | >. AER. on * p 0 - 
7 * Er orgs + 2 r B. * 9 


O 


that we have a Popiſh Pretender to theſe 


* 5 (384) 


Nature of Things, compar d with, and 
confirm'd by notorious Matter of Fact. 
And ſurely no Man, in other Caſes, ever 
receiv'd ſuch Reaſoning as leſs than ſuſ- 


ficient Warning of a Danger he lay ex- 


poſed to, and therefore neither ſhould we. 


1 — mY * * 9 i a. — : 


Cray. III. 


N berein the former Conſideration is 
brought nearer home to our ſelves. 


NE wou'd think,there necds no more 
to be ſaid for this Purpoſe, than 


Crowns: One ty'd to the Religion by the 
ſtricteſt Principles of Education, and the 
more endearing Obligation of his and his 
Relatives Suffering for it: For Religion 


has this Peculiar in it, that the more a Be- 


liever ſuffers for it, the more he muſt 
think of it as his greateſt Conſolation, and 
therefore the more he muſt love it. So 
that ſhou'd God, in Judgment, ſer this 


Perſon over us, the very leaſt we can ex- 


pect, is to be in no better a Condition than 


what has been juſt now E in the 
General Cafe. 


But 


(85) 

But J am ſenſible general Conſiderations 
have ſeldom Virtue enough to ſubdue par- 
ticular Prejudices; and I think, I know 
where it may do ſervice, if we can follow 
the Hopes of Proteſtant Jacobitiſm, till 
they come to nothing. 
And here I will not lay any Weight up- 
on the Topic of Revenge, which has been 
enlarg'd upon by others; and which is 
but too naturally excited by an Accretion 
of Power, eſpecially the ſupreme Power. 
I leave alſo the Obligation, which it is ſaid 
he has never been unmindful of, laid up- 
on him in his Father's dying Words, as 
they have been reported from credible 
Hands; that he ſhou'd prefer his Religion 
to his Three Crowns, if eyer they came 
in Competition: And this wou'd carry a 
ſtrong, if not an equal Obligation upon 
him to attempt the Reſtauration of the 
| Religion, after he had gain'd (what in his 
own Notion would be) the Reſtauration 
of himſelf. In ſhort, I will fer aſide all 
particular Circumſtances, which might be 
alledg d to draw him rather than another 
Popiſn Prince into the Deſign; and this 
on the Account of fair Arguing, becauſe 
others believe there are more prevalent 
Ga Circum- 
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Circumſtances to deter him, rather thay 


another Prince of that Religion, from that 
Experiment. 

Let us begin derts with ſuppoſing him 
refoly'd in earneſt to let our Religion alone, 


(which is certainly the utmoſt we could 
expect, becauſe tis the utmoſt that was 


promis d in his late Declaration in cot. 
land;) are we ſure he would never change 


his Mind, merely by the mighty Change 


of his Circumſtances ? I only preſume ro 
ſay, that, in a Caſe of this vaſt Moment, 
Power is not ſafely dg'd, only becauſe 
it is prefam'd to be in honeff Hands : 
For, beſides, would not thoſe of his own 


Religion ſoon get into his beſt F riendſhip, 


and be a Cabinet within his Cabinet? Tis 
a moſt ridiculous Abſurdity to ſuppoſe o- 
cherwiſe. The moſt rational Suppoſition 
(and that which anſwers Matter of F act,) 
is, that they would as certainly govern his 


Councils, as my Lord Derwentwater and 


Midrington commanded, when Mr. For- 


fer was General ; and this by way of an 


early Specimen of the Security we ſhould 
expect from the Promiſe of enjoying our 
Religion; which might have ſtood for 
ſome imall time, (like his Generalſhip,) as 
the nominal Religion. Lp 


( 87 3 
II this We ſhould. be thought 
to be carry d too far, I will only deſire, 
what is leſs, to be granted me; that Men 
of Popiſh Principles would be admitred to 
that Court, not in publick Offices, but 
only as Friends. In this Caſe, I ſay, Po- 
pery would infallibly work its way, till it 
appear'd in broad Day-light. Muſt all the 
Honours and Profits paſs over the Heads 
of faithful and luffering Friends, and they 
alone be mortify'd in the midſt of the 
Pomp and Splendor of their own Court? 
And thoſe alone put over their Heads, 
who are hated by God and them; adyanc'd 
in Britain by a Romiſh Prince, at the 
fame time that they ſtand condemn'd and 
damn'd at Rome? And for the ſame Rear 
ſon that they gain'd the leaſt real Power 
in that Court, they muſt ſoon engroſs the 
whole. For the Popiſh is a Power of that 
Nature, that it can no more bear to be 
rival'd, than to be cruſh'd ; and muſt ei- 
ther be driven back, or bear down all be- 
fore it. Eſpecially, when this Power comes 
to try its Strength in a Court, the Value of 
the Prize will proportionably heighten the 
Contention abour it; and, in this Cale, it 
molt ſoon — in openCombar; ; when the 
64 Prince, 


688) 

Prince, who at firſt only lent his Ears, 

muſt give up his Eyes too; and finds him- 
ſelf :mmersd, before he thought he had 
taken one ſtep; has no Retreat left, no 
way to take, but to follow his Leaders in 
their Career; and act juſt like ſome contro- 
verſial Men, who, in the Courſe of wran- 
gling, are led to maintain ſuch things as 
Conſequences, which they would have 
been aſham'd of as Propoſitions, when 
they enter'd upon the Debate. 
I believe, I ſhall be thought, by ſome 
good Judges, to be deſcribing a Cafe that has 
been, as well as one that may be: Sure I 
am, it reſembles the beſt, and not the 
worſt, that can be made of the Caſe of his 
unhappy Father. The firſt time he took 
the Chair at the Council Board, he thought 
fit to declare not only his hm Reſolution 
to govern by Law, but that the Laws of 
the Land had made the King of England 
as great as he deſir d to be. 

Time ſoon ſhew'd us the reverſe of 
theſe gracious Words: for, in Effect and 
Conſequence, he left not one Law of the 
Land in being. There can be no written 
Law left alive, where the Prince is arbi- 


trary; and * Power (ſuch as he 
exercis d) 


* 
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exercis d) is the ſame thing with arbitra- 
ry Power; for where the Conſent of the 
States of the Realm is eſſential both to 
the making and repealing Laws, the actu- 
al, general, and avow'd Practice of diſ- 
penſing with thoſe Laws, is the Power to 
repeal them; and that ſwallows up the 
others pretended Power to make them. 
That, of Neceſſity, devolves the whole 
legiſlative Power into Edicts or Proclama- 
tions of the Prince, and does in reality 
cut off, at one Blow, every individual 
Act, that our Anceſtors have deliver'd 
_ down to us for the Preſervation of Reli- 
gion, Liberty, and Right. In ſhort, tis 
ſetting up one weak Man's Will for the to- 


tal Law of the Land; and that is a total 


Subverſion and Deſtruction of the r. 
ceding Conſtitution. 
And this Power was not creeping upon 


us; it ſtalk'd in broad Day-light thro? the 


Nation; it was ayow'd not only to the 
People in his Declarations, but ſoon after 
to the Parliament, which he diſmiſs'd for 
the Oppoſition they made to it: And it 
was ſoon exemplify'd in many Inſtances 
of his diſpenſing with Popiſh Recuſants, 


for taking the Sacrament and Teſt; actu- 
_y 


. 

ally placing them in many Truſts, civil and 
military, not without a plain Shew of 
Eccleſiaſtical too. Now, had he ſeiz'd 
half the Eſtates of his Subjects, rho” this 
might have made more Noiſe, it had been 
but juſt half the Evil of the other ; which 
was, in all proper Conſtruction and Senſe, 
ſeizing upon the whole of their Tempo- 
ralties. 

So far then is evident, the Infraction 
was equally great and notorious: the Que- 
ſtion I would put upon this Matter, is, 
whether it was intended to be as great 
from the very beginning of that Reign? 
Thoſe who contend it was, muſt not con- 
tend againſt another Propoſition; which 
is, that the Son does at this Day actually 
intend to deſtroy us, if ever he governs 
us, notwithſtanding his Declaration to the 
contrary. For the Religion is the ſame; 
and the Preyarication ariſes from the ſame 
Cauſe in both Caſes. And indeed the Pre- 
yarication it ſelf is too great and monſtrous, 
to be laid upon the private Vitiouſneſs of 
a Man: and if it is owing to the ſame 
Cauſe [Religion] in both Men, it muſt 
operate alike in both. 

Let us then make the more ee 


and 
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and, I think, the more probable Suppoſiti- 
on; that, when he aſcended the Throne, 
he did not fully reſolve to introduce Po- 
pery by the Means of arbitrary Power. 1 
am confident, the Generality of the Nati- 
on did not believe, or ſuſpect he had that 
Intention: He had long poſſeſsd the Cha- 
racter of great Honour, Juſtice, and Ve- 
racity: a frugal Oeconomiſt, a punctual 
Pay-Maſter, a cautious and circumſpect 
Tranſactor; and, in ſhort, he carry d up 
to the Throne with him all the 3 
Guards againſt being led into a Scrape 
had he been left to himſelf, and che Grace 
of God: but, 
Tantum Neli gio potuit ſuadere malorum. 
Twas this, (who ſees it not?) that drove 
him to the Precipice, and made os, or 
his Ruin inevitable. 2 
Indeed, I believe this Repreſentation of 
the Matter will ſcarce be controverted by 
any; but, ſay they, (and 'tis the only 
thing they have to ſay that J know of;) 
the Father's Example muſt needs prove an 
inſtructive Leſſon to the Son: 
But thoſe, who run away with this No- 
tion, muſt leave ſeyeral material Diſtincti- 
ons behind them. T here is a wide Diffe- 
renee 
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1 
rence between the Caſe of Religion, and 
all other Caſes. Where we have a ſacred 
Rule, upon which we believe our Salvati- 
on depends to walk by , we little regard 
Examples, as to the temporal Conſequen- 
ces of Good or Evil, which ſuch Exam- 
ples hold forth to us. Nay, there's a con- 
ſiderable Difference too between all other 
Religions, and a perſecuting one, for the 


Glory of God, and the Propagation of 


the Faith : the latter leaves no room for 
Reflection, or the little Conſiderations of 
a Man's Intereſt in this World; it ſwallows 
up all other Thoughts in every true Son 
of the Church. 9 ag there is in this 
Caſe a different Obligation upon a pri- 
vate Perſon, and a Prince: a private Per- 
{on may be allow d to fir quietly, when a 
Prince muſt move with Activity, in the 


Sphere that Providence has allotted him 


for ſuch glorious Ends. 

And, when this is conſider'd, what, 
think you, wou'd his Father s Fate teach 
this honeſt, religious, bigotted Prince? 
Why, cruly, nothing but Caution in the 
manner of proceeding ; not to defiſt from 
the End, but to be more prudent in the 


Uk of che Means ; that is, to ſpeak the 


naked 


. 
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naked Truth, it would only reach him to 
take more promiſing, more effectual Me- 
thods , for the n of our Boy 
ſtruction. 

And one is more apt ro bakeys this, g 
who knows, what an eaſy piece of Work 
it would be for Flatterers, to take off all 
the Terror of his Father's Caſe, upon po- 
litical, but very juſt Reaſoning; and to 
ſhew how much more practicable it would 
be for him, than it could be for his . 
to atchieve the glorious Work. 

What I aim at, is this; every one e knows 
how little the Father's Eſſay wanted of a 
finiſh'd Piece; not from any general Bent 
of the Nation to Popery, (that is too ab- 
ſurd ever to be ſuppos'd; ) but from the 
Influence of the Crown; this brought him 
in daily Converts, gain d the Corrupt, al- 
lard the Ambitious, and aw'd the Timo- 
rous; and had, in Appearance, the Majo- 
rity. But this Influence could deriye it 
ſelf down no otherwiſe, than by Money 
and Places. As to the former, I take it, 
the whole Revenue of his Exchequer, in- 
cluding his private Eſtate, could not a- 
mount to above r000000 . per Annum at 


his Acceſſion; and, ſome affirm, much 
leſs. 


„„ T7 
leſs, Beſides which, the Crown had ve- 
ry few Places to give, in Compariſon of 
what have been found neceſſary to be e- 
. rected ſince that Time. And therefore, 1 
tay, that unleſs he brought in with him 
the Sponge, (which none but the moſt 
inconſiderable part of his Devotees will 
talk of,) the Means of Subver/ion would 
be more powerful in his Hands, than they 
could be in the Hands of his Father, even 
by many Degrees. 

I would: only defire to apply this Ar- 
gument to thoſe Gentlemen, who are loud 
in their Complaints, that zhe Influence of 


the Crown ts grown too great. If los 


this muſt heighten the Dread of a Prince, 
whoſe Principles would deſtroy us; and 
increaſe the Senſe of our Happineſs, that 
fo much Power is in the Hand, which has 
no other Intereſt bur to preſerve us. And 
I hope, therefore, thoſe Means which 
would ſo eftectually ruin us, were another 
let in, will as IE tend to ws 
him out. | 

- But, to wave + Polirievr ol it is to me ap- 
parent, that the general Infelicity of a 


Proteſtant Nation, with a Popifh Prince 
at the Head of it, is by no Means leſſen- 
E 5 2 
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ed in the Caſe now under Suppoſition. 
Nor indeed does the Danger diminiſh in a- 
ny one Cafe of that Nature, be the Per- 
{on who he will. And therefore, as to 
this Perſon, I us'd to content my ſelf, 
without enquiring nicely how he was born 
fince I know he was bora, and has liv'd 
under thoſe (to himſelf) unhappy Circum- 
ſtances, as never to be able to poſſeſs the 
Britiſh Throne, without the moſt immi- 
nent Danger, or rather certain Deſtructi- 
on of the Britiſhßh Religion and Liberty. 

But to take off all this, I have known 
ſome imagine, that he's a Proteſtant in 
Diſguiſe; being neceſſarily oblig'd by the 
Powers that ſupport him, to profeſs Po- 
pery. But ſurely this is one of the poor- 
eſt Hopes that can enter into a reaſonable 
Mind. That a Man is an Hypocrite in 
thoſe Actions which flow from the Prin- 
ciples of his Birth and Education, is almoſt 
as abſurd, as to ſuppoſe a Man is acting a 
part, when he's acting juſt as Nature wou'd, 


By and does direct him. And farther , were 


we to ask them, Why were the Papiſts 
manifeſtly at the Head, and in the Secret 
of his Cauſe in Northumberland? Why 
was not ſome Declaration of this kind 

made, 


(96) 

made, when he was upon the Proteſtant 
Ground of Jcor/and ? Why did he there 
refuſe the Coronation, by Reaſon of the 
Oath? Why did he continue inflexible , 
inexorable in this very Point, to the prin- 
cipal of thoſe Proteſtants that follow d his 
Fortunes? as I am very credibly inform'd 
will ſhortly appear in the Memoirs of a 
late Lord. There can be no Anſwer gi- 
yen to theſe Queſtions, agreeable to their 
wild Scheme. In truth, he has nor deſer- 
ved ſo ill of them, whatever they vainly 
imagine; he has given them no Reaſon to 
think him an Hypocrite in his Religion, 
but all the Reaſon in the World to think 
the contrary. 

Aud certainly, ſome of the wiſeſt a- 
mongſt them thought the contrary, in 
their frequent Declarations, that they ne- 
ver deſir'd to ſee him here. 

It were much to be with'd, they had all 
top d at the fame Point : the Schiſin had 
been much leſs hurtful to us. Had this been 

rhe Caſe of them all, I think they had 
been great Objects of all manner of Com- 
paſſion, as unhappy Men, that could not 
be reconcil'd to the Scheme of their own 
Safety. 


But, 


N 
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But, I fear, this is at preſent the Caſe 
of a very few among them! And, I pro- 
duce it only as no contemptible Circum- 
ſtance to corroborate the way of Reaſon- 
ing T am now upon. But if thoſe Men 
Were equally right, both i in their Confeſ- 
ſion and in their Conduct, this Nation 
had been miſerable indeed; driven by dint, 
not of Reaſon but Scripchre, to the inevi- 
table Loſs of Scripture it ſelf; which is it 
ſelf (upon Suppoſition we have prov'd our 
firſt Point,) a juſt and ſufficient Prejudice: 
(for ſuch Prejudices there are) to the 
Truth and Poſſibility of their Schem 
But my purpoſe is not to throw in any | 
Prejudice, thoꝰ of the beſt ſort, to their 
Opinion; being determin'd to offer at an 
entire Confutation of it; which will be the 
nn of © one er more. l K 0 
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c H A p. IV. 
That all true Proteſtants of this Wa- 
tion ought in Conſcience to comply 
with, and efpouſe the preſent H- 
frabh met; and that all Mon- 
compliance, or Diſalfection in 
ſuch, is contrary both to their own 
Profeſſion, to Reaſon, and re- 
veol a Region. 


Avery one knows the Revolution was 
really founded upon an apparent 
Neceſſity of preſerving the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion in this Nation, together with the 


Liberty of the Subject. Thoſe who ſaw, 


or at leaſt, thought they ſaw this Neceſſity 
ſate with all the Qualifications of proper 
Judges, as Eſtates of the Realm, except - 
ing only that of being call'd by the King; 


and here lay the Neceſſity; which, fays 


the Proverb, has no Law; which is not 
oo down (if I eder the Proverb 
right) to Forms of procedure, and other 
legal Methods, which are eſtabliſh'd to 


ferve in the ordinary Caſes of Mankind. 


There- 
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Therefore the Queſtion, in this 6 was 
only, whether that Neceſſity was ſuch, 
as might ſufficiently juſtify the nt of 
that Qualification. 

As to this, I may now affirm that the 
Chriſtian Religion; as well as Chriſtian 
Liberty, was upon the Brink of Deſtru- 
ion; and theſe two make up the great 
bonum publicum of this Nation. But tis 
the greateſt Abſurdity, with regard to the 
Intention of all Government, to ſuppoſe 
that the Publick ſhould, or ought to be 
deſtroy'd, only by a ſtrict Adherence to 
the Form of thoſe Laws, which were made 
for its own Preſervation. #118 

This fully juſtifies their meeting. Af- 
ter this, they proceeded farther, to take 
the Advantage of an abſent Prince, to rid 
the Nation of that Antichriſtian Religion, 
which his Preſence muſt neceſſarily have 
introduced amongſt us. And I may averr, 
that a Chriſtian Engliſhman cannot ima- 
gine to himſelf a greater Neceſſity, than 
that of preſerving all our Laws, and our 
Conſtitution, together with true Chriſtias 
_ nity, and guarding againſt che an 
tion f De ſolations. 

Here I will not determine how far a Ne 

H 2 _ cellity 
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ceſſity of this high Nature wou d have ju- 
ſtify d the Undertaking in any Hands; but 

if it was not juſtifiable zu #hoſe Hands, 

the Conſequence will be, firſt, that the 

| Repreſentation of the People is no govern- 
4 ing part in our Conſtitution ; and, ſecond- 
[ ly, that our whole Conſtitution is liable 
| to Deſtruction, for want of, what every 
| particular Member has, the Privilege of 
| appcaling to an equitable Conſtruction of 
the Laws: nay, thirdly, it wants the ve- 
ry Plea of Self Defence; which the Law 
does not ſo properly give to private Per- 
ſons, as it ſuppoſes them to be inveſted 
with, by original Right, wherever the Plea 

is made good, tho' the Death of the * 

for occaſion d it. 1 

- This laſt Dining, will deſerve a 

more particular Conſideration, becauſe 

there appears to me a palpable and perni- 

cious Abſurdity, in ſome Men's Notions, 

concerning this primary Law of Nature, 


Self Defence, and the Neceſſity of an 


Action founded thereupon. For by reaſon lt 
tuch a Neceſſity is not, and indeed cannot 
be attended with thoſe regular Methods | 

ol Procedure, which the ordinary Caſes 
ö Sn ”=w ought to have , thereforethe whole 
Tranſaction 
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Tranſaction ſtands very much depreciateds' 
if not utterly condemn'd, in ſome Men's' 
Judgments, as defective in ox hare of rays 
and Equity. 4 
No this, Froneskets is waking a falle 
view of the Caſe „in oppoſition to the/ 
united Teſtimony of Reaſon, and the 
Senſe of Mankind. In private Caſes — 
this Self Defence, not only the Action is 
(as we have ſaid) entirely Jultify'd; 3 ber 
if We look into the World, we thall find 
that the Defender never loſt the leaft part 
of his Reputation for having deſtroy'd the 
Aggreſſor on his Life: on the contrary, 
his Preſence of Mind, in that Exigency, 
makes a better Impreſſion of him + in * 
Minds of other Men. 

Now 'tis clear enough of it - felg; Hite” 
Actions of this kind, when they are of a 
publick Nature, ought to meet with, at 
leaſt, no worſe Reception with Mankind: 
so that, admitting for the preſent, this 
one . Suppoſition, (which will ſoon be 
prov'd hereafter) that our Repreſentatives 
at the Revolution, acted up to the Neceſ- 
ſity which this Nation, and the Religion 
of it, lay under, and acted no farther; it 
will inconteſtably follow from hence, that 
H 3 the 
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the Act of Parliament, which afterwards 
ſertled the Revolution, has not only as 
true an Authority, but as much Equity in 
it too, as any other in the whole Statute 
Book; and with this happy Advantage, 
(which the common Municipal Laws can- 
not have) that the neceſſary Alteration in 
our Government, was brought about with- 
out the uſual collateral Evils, in this as 
well as other Nations, of Blood and Con- 
fuſion. And, while I entertain this Con- 
ſideration in my Mind, I am fo far from 
thinking the Revolution indefenſible on 
the Foundation of its own Neceſſity, that 
I think ſome. of its Friends have ſer the 
Defence of it too low: that tis capable of 
full Vindication, as Matter of pings and 
not Excuſſe only. 4212.21 
And this was the real, as I conceive i 

is the beſt Foundation, on which that whole 
Aſtair reſted; according to the unanimous 
Senſe of thoſe that met. There was not one 
Vote in either Houſe but what was for 25 
Neceſſity of taking care of the Proteſtant 
Religion: and admitting but this as a 
Pancipto, we ſhall an ſee the Nee 
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3 
and moſt ir invincible Reaſon for all their 
Proce a it. 

The Return of King James. to his Ge 
vernment would not have been taking 
Care of the Proteſtant Religion, if I have 
argued right hicherto: No, he muſt have 
re · acted his Part as ſoon as poſſible; and 
then the Aſſembly on that great impor. 
tant Aﬀair, (as the Lords term it) had 
been all the Seſſion doing nothing, or ra- 
ther worſe than — by reinſtating 
4 pernicious Power, which of it ſelf had 
been almoſt deſtroy d. And thus far the 
Lords went on with the Commons; a- 
greeing without Debate, that Means ſhou d 
be provided to prevent the Return of the 
aid Ring Jamer. And I affirm, that 
whoever can g⁰ thus far in his real Judg- 
ment, ought not to ſtop at any thing that 
follow'd in the Event, with regard to a 
Vacancy, and a filling up: and I have 

but this ſnort Argument for my Aſſertion. 
No other Method of Preſerving our 
Religion either was propoſed, or, I may 
ſay, cou'd poſſibly be propoſed, beſides 
that which actually took effect, which 
Method, or Methods, wou'd not have 
been equally alterative of our Civil Con- 
H 1 — | 
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ſtitution, with that which did prevail; and 
yet not by far ſo ſecure for the Proteſtant 
Religion, as the prevalent Method mani- 
feſtly was. And this I confeſs wou d have 
5 p34 all my Scruples vaniſh at once. For 
this proves, what I took for granted be- 
fore, that they acted up to the Neceſſity : 
aud no farther ; and that is ever a com- 
plete Vindication of the Action 
According to this way of reaſoning, we 
are able to allow our Adverſaries the ut- 
moſt they ſeem to contend for; Which is, 
that the Revolution made a Breach in our 
Civil Conſtitution: but then they ought 
to conſider, that the beſt human Conſtitu- 
tion may, thro' the Male Adminiſtration 
of thoſe in whoſe Hands it is lodged, be 
brought to ſuch an ill Cyaſis, ſuch an infirm 
Condition, as not to be able to ſubſiſt on 
its own Bottom without Alteratives; 1 
and may have upon it this inevitable Di- 
lemma, that either part of it muſt be broke 
in upon, or the whole diſſolved. And 1 
ſee no Argument againſt the Choice of the 
former, but what wou'd hold as good a- 
gainſt loſing a Limb to laye a Life; with 
this only difference, that, in the latter 
Cale, the Sufferer may be no Occaſion 10 
$2.26 il 0 
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the Neceſfity whereby he ſuffers, and ſo 
is the more pitiable ; but in the other, all 
the Evil of the Conſequences upon the 
Neceſſity, returnd upon the wicked and 
ill adviſed Authors of that Neceſſity. 
And when it had ſo done, eyery thing, 


as it were naturally, flow d back into its 


own Chanel. And we had reſtor'd to us 
the Conſtitution of our Anceſtors, unhurt 
by the Revolution; together with the 
Religion of our Church, better than ever 
ſecur d from thoſe juſt Apprehenſions, 
which had poſſeſs d the Minds of good 
Men for ſeveral Years before: Secur'd 
(give me leaye to obſerve it) in a Method 
to which the Principles of this Diſcourſe 
are exactly agreeable, by excluding for 
ever all Papiſts, and thoſe too that marry 
Papiſts (for the Myſtery of Iniquity will 
— either by Male or Female: ) And we 
can never keep at too great a Diſtance 
from utter Ruin: a fatal Poſſibility may 
deſerve our Care more than a probable 
| Evil of a leſs Magnitude. 

This, with ſubmiſſion to FLEE, Judg- 
ments, is my way of thinking on that 
great Affair: I hope I ſhall not incurr the 
he Ho of any one that thinks other- 

: wile 
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wiſe to the fame Purpoſe, and for che 
ſame End; eſpecially, ſince it is equally 
honeſt, and natural for a Man to place the 
Matter before others in the fame Light, 
by which he recciv'd Satisfaction himſelf. 
And this alone might filence the Clamour, 
Let Fuſtice be done; as it proves, that 
Juſtice has been done to the main Body 
of the Nation, in that, which is truly and 
proper! y, a National Concern.” 

And yet all this Reaſoning, and much 
more from the Light of Nature, and the 
Dictates of Natural Religion, will not con. 
vince thoſe Who are poſſefs d with a No- 
tion, that we are upon a wrong Foundati- 
on, with regard to the Scripture Revela - 
tion, and the Chriſtian Religion. I have 
enquir d how this Matter ſtands, and hope 
to give entire Satisfaction to unprejudic'd 
Judgments concerning this grand Argu- 
ment of Diſpute, within a ſmall Compaſs. 

The Perſons we have to deal with in 
this Place are all Proteſtants; for tis an 
avowed Maxim of Popery, that a Prince 
may loſe his Kingdom for his Religion ; : 

þur thoſe think not ſo; and in conſequence 
of their Opinion, wou'd lend an helping 
Hand to bring him in, whom the other 
would 
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wou'd depoſe, if he did not deſtroy 
Introducers; ſo little Conſiſtency is = 
between their Polirics and their Religion. 
But to let that paſs, and to examine the 
bottom of this Perſuaſion, there are a 
few things I wou'd lay down as prelimi- 
nary for the better Apprehenſion of 
what will be faid directly to the Merits of 
the Cauſe. _ 

1. Where the Argument * to be 
good for the affirmative part of a Queſtion, 
(and that is always the Cafe of an Eſta- 
bliſhment gain'd ) there the Objection 
ought at leaſt to be as good, before it can 
ſo much as balance the Scale of a true 
J adgment. The Queſtion therefore, up- 
on a Man's Conſcience, in a Caſe of this 
Nature „is not whether he can clear up 
every Scruple that may lie againſt his Pra- 
ctice, but whether he has not Arguments 
of another kind for his Compliance, ſuffi- 
cient to weigh againſt thoſe Scruples; 


and in this Caſe, as Reaſon and Reli- 


gion both direct him to ſubmit to the 
preponderating Evidence, ſo he wou d find 
himſelf no leſs oblig d to ſubmit to the 
preſent Eſtabliſnment; if the Preſervation 
of our whole Religion carries more weight 
„ 5 in 
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in it, than any ſingle Precept, that may 
be controverted in the Senſe and Applica- 
tion of it. And were this Rule well ap- 
ply'd in the preſent Debate, ir wou'd, I 
am confident, diſcover to ſeveral of them- 
ſelves the Groſſneſs of their Error, who 
are ſo far from holding the werghtier Part 
of the Cauſe, that in truth they abandon 
clear Proof, for the ſake of mere Scruples. 
2. But where that ſide, for which the 
the Objection pleads, is attended with per- 
nicious Conſequences, either in Theory 
or Practice, (and a Religion that has de- 
parted from true Chriſtianity is ſo attend- 
ed in both Regards,) And where again the 
affirm'd Propoſition is the only Bar againſt 
thoſe Conſequences, which human Pru- 
dence can foreſee, there the Enquirer may 
juſtly demand /aperabundant Evidence : 
nay, ſuch Evidence, as is ſo much ſtronger 
than the counter Evidence, in proportion to 
_ the weight of the evil Conſequences that 
attend the former. I mean to apply this 
to the Caſe where the Evidence may ſcem 
ſtrong, nay, equally ſtrong, (which Men 
of Contemplation know to be a very poſ- 
ſible Caſe) with regard to our Apprehen- 


ſon, on both ſides of the Queſtion: And, 
” | lay, 
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I ſay, when this comes to be a practical 
Caſe, wherein alſo Neutrality is impra- 
cticable, there Self. Preſervation, Pru- 
dence, Reaſon, Conſcience, all oblige us 
to act on the ſafer ſide. So that if we can 
but ſtand our ground — them in point 
of the abſtracted Reaſon of the Caſe, then 
all that J have hitherto proved, is ſo much 
additional Weight on our ſide. And if 
aided with only tolerable Arguments on 
the other hand, is abundantly ſufficient to 
make every Proteſtant cordially to em- 
brace the Proteſtant Succeſſion, and even 
to urge it at all times as his chief Plea. 
3. We may carry this Point much 
higher ſtill. There was, till very lately, 
and thank God is now again, a peaceable 
Eſtabliſnment of the preſent Conſtitution 
of our Government. Now it may be much 

queſtion'd, whether all poſſible Evidence 
on the other fide, can be equivalent to 
this ſingle Argument, deſtitute of every 
other Support beſides it ſelf; there is 4 
peaceable Eſtabliſhment : St. Pauls end 
of Government, that we may lead quiet 
and peaceable Lives, in all Godlineſs and 
Honeſty, is a general Reaſon againſt all 


CHO where there is 2 peaceable Pof- 
n ſeſſion; 
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feſſion; as thoſe great Convulſions of the 
World, are deſtructive both of Virtne and 
Piety. | 

Bur I will argue this Point no farther at 
preſent ; I only obſerve from the Conſide- 
ration of the public Tranquillity , join d 
with that of the quiet Eſtabliſhment of the 
true Religion amongſt us, that the Argu- 
ment drawn from that joint Conſidera- 
tion, mult at leaft have fo much weight 
in it, that nothing but the ſlrongeſt Proof, 
nothing but the higheſt Neceſſity, in a 
word, nothing but Damnation for Com- 
pliance; can compel thoſe Proteſtants; 
who have the leaſt Conſcience left, to be- 
come the Diſturbers of this SET in 
Church and State. 
Here then it is, that heb are oblig'd to 
join Iſſue with us. And if it does appear, 
that they have no ſuch thing as full Proof 
or Demonſtration on their ſide, from the 
Doctrine of Chriſtianity; nay, if Chriſti- 
anity be found to bear all the way againſt 
them, it will then be impoſſible they can 
have any thing farther left them to plead; 
but the whole muſt be refoly'd into judi- 
cial Blindneſs, or temporal Conſiderations, 
er malicious Wickednels, 

For 


tas 


For this Purpoſe, I will firſt ſtate the 
Scripture Doctrine of Obedience to Civil 
Government; and then ſhew how far it 
juſtifies and enjoins Obedience to the Go- 
vernment now in being in this Nation. 

I affirm then, that the Scripture has 
bound over our Obedience, to all thoſe 
that viſibly govern us, in a ſettled order 
of things, whatſoever be the Foundation 
of their Titles, whether juſt or unjuſt, with 
regard to other Pretenders. And that this 
is the general Rule of Scripture, where- 
unto it ſelf has annexed no Limitation or 


Exception. 
To conſider bow much has been writ- 
ten pro and con upon this Point, wou'd 


tempt a Man to believe, the Scripture ys 
expreſſed it {elf either very obſcurely, or 
very fayourably, on both ſides of the Que- 
ſtion: and yet examining the Scripture in 
a proper Method, I confeſs I have won- 
dred, at the being of ſo much Polemics, 
or that the Caſe con'd ever be ſpun out to 
a durable Controverſy. 

In ſearching the Scriptures upon this 
Argument, I have conſider d that there 
are four ways, and no more, whereby we 
can come at the determinate Senſe of a 

dead 
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dead Author, (ſo I preſume to term it, ha- 
ving ſhewn that God has not left any one 
viſible, infallible Interpreter of that ſacred 
Work) The Rules are, 

1. When the Affirmative of that de- 
terminate Senſe is fully and clearly ex- 
preſs'd, in thoſe Writings of hit; eſpeci- 
ally if this be done more than once, and : 
in more places than one. 

2. When the negative or oppoſit te 
_ SJenſe is precluded and denyd by the 
Author, and in as ſtrong Terms. 

3. When he is reaſoning, as well 
as affirming or denying, his Reaſons are 
grotinded upon, and neceſſarily ſuppoſe 
that to be his determinate Senſe. 

4. When his Contemporaries, and 
thoſe who ſucceeded them thro' the firſt 
Ages after the Date of his W, ritings, 
and whom it moſt highly concern'd to 
know his determinate Senſe, did both 
ſpeak and act accordingly. ! 

I am well aware that the Senſe of an 
Author may be collected from leſs Evi- 
dence than all this amounts to: and great 
Critics have pronounc'd, when they have 
ſcarce had one of the Rules entirely on 
their ſide. But no Man of common Senſe 

can 
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can reſiſt that Evidence, which reſults from 
them all. Let us now, therefore, examine 
the Doctrine under tu. — theſe W 
in the Order laid down. 
1. Under the firſt Head; we Muse 5 
ſuch general Expreſſions as theſe that fol 
low ; Ze muſt needs be ſubjett*- Be ſubject 
to Principalities and Powers: Obey Ma. 
grftrates* : Honour the King®: Fear the 
Lord and the King. Now, as theſe ge- 
neral Expreſſions are attended with no 
Exceptions in the Bible, I infer that they 
would have been too looſe, as à Rule of 
Practice, hay, and enſnaring to all Chri- 
ſtians, if the Foundation of a Title were 
to be a real Exception. Foraſmuch as na 
one Foundation (take which you pleaſe) 
of any Title in the Civil Government 02 
ver Chriſtians, ever laſted any t onſiſlera⸗ 
ble time for the firſt 50d Vears. And chis 
muſt of Neceſſity have been attended with 
theſe two Conſeyuences ; great Debates: 
in the Church about thofe Titles; and 
great Numbers of Recuſants in almoſt eve- 
* Ot: % berchg we, rar not one Nr 


* — 2 8 — — — 0 — 


1 
* 
14 <4 


Rom. xili.g. * Tit. ii. 1. © as ii. 17. 
2 Prov. XXLV, 21. | + | 


0 5 T 
4 — : 4 5 1 8 


- 


6444 
of either. This, Ithink,. is no Was Dees 
ſumption. - 

But moreover, we meet 1 * other Ex- 
preſſions referable to this Head, not only 
Without Exception, but ſuch as cannot, 
by equitable Conſtruction, admit f any. 
They are left us by the two great preach- 
ing Apoſtles, St. Paul and St. Peter : Let 
every Soul be Subject to the higher Pow- 
ers, ſays St. Paul.; a very full and di- 
ſtint Aſſertion. For if every Soul muſt 
be ſubject, then ſurely the greateſt Num- 
ber of Souls are not looſened ; but, the 
far greateſt Number of them, lived under 
uſurped Governments. And it was no 
better than an Uſurpation, the very Go- 
vernment at the Date of this Epiſtle. A- 
gain, thoſe only can, in Propriety of 
Speech, be termed he higher Powers, 
who are in. actual Poſſeſſion; not thoſe 
who have other Powers ſo much Higher 
than themſelves, as to keep them under, 
audi out of their ſuppoſed Right. 5 
Very agreeably to this decifive manner 
of Expreſſion in St. Paul, is St. Peter's 
Catholic Precept, Submit pour ſelves to 
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every Ordinance of Man; or every Con- 
ſtitution you find eſtabliſhed over you, by 
human Power; and if to every one, then 
to the various Conſtitutions, and all the 
ſucceſſive Changes of them; and then to 
thoſe Changes that fell out by uu 
as well as otherwiſe. 

In ſhort, theſe two Apoſtles are, to my 
Apprehenſion, as full and clear in their 
manner of Expreſſion, as if they had us d 
the more modern Diſtinction; and ſaid 

you Chriſtians have nothing to do to make 
any farther Enquiries, but to obey that 
Government which is de fact over you. 
So that I need reduce no more ann 
under this Head. 1.70 
2. Let us ſee whether 85 negative de 
not excluded in as ſtrong Terms. 
Logic tells us, that Contraries have che 
ſame Rule of Interpretation; and if then 
the affirmative was univerſal, the negative 
muſt be underſtood ſo too: And then we 
have the full Senſe of all thoſe Expreſſions 
againſt 4 ſpiſing Government, and ſpeak- 
ing Evil of Dignities; not to ſpeak E- 
vil of the Ruler of the People; not to 
 meddle with thoſe that are given to 
change. — they abſolutely * 
A 12 £ 
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bit Diſobedience in a Chriſtian, to any 
Form, or all Forms, any Title, or all Ti- 


tles of Government whatever, that the 
Providence of God has placed him under. 
But not to argue conſequentially only: 
St. Paul has put the Queſtion as far out 
of doubt as his Authority can go, when 
he profeſſedly treats on the Duty in the 
xiii to the Romans, There is no Popper 
but: of God; it may be oblerv'd, what 
immediately follows, the Powers that be 
are ordained of Cod; whoſpever there- 


fore reſiſteth the Power, reſiſteth the Or- 


dinance of God; and they that reſi, jt, ſhall 


receive to them ſelves Damnation. From 


which Clauſes put together, I reaſon thus: 
If there be no Powers but of God, (I 
mean as to their Authority,) then uſurp- 
ed Powers muſt be (as to their Authori- 
ty) of God; and if uſurped Powers be of 


God, they are (not his Permiſſion only, 


but) God's Ordinance; and if they are 


God's Ordinance, then they that reſiſt 
theſe [uſurped] Powers, - ſhall receive to 


themſelves Damnation; which, I think, 


is precluding the negative with a Ven- 


geance; and 3 I N be allow d ; 
to paſs on to the 


. N Rule, 


3. Rule, taken from an Author's Rea - 
ſoning, as well as his affirming and deny: 
ing, when he treats on the Subject. The 
reaſoning of Scripture, upon this Subject, 
is fetch d from two general Heads; the 
Original, and the Eud of Government.“ 
God is there ſet forth as the Origingt 
of all Government ; not in the ſame Senſe 
as he is the firſt Cauſe of all Events, but 
as, in a more particular manner, he ru: 
lethi iu the K ingdom of Men, and groeth 
it to whom he will; and ſetteth up one; 
and pulleth. down another: And fo: St; 
Paul muſt be underſtood; that Gayern- 
ment is the Ordinance of God in a higher 
Senſe, than: Summer and Winter, or any 
other of. his viſible Ordinances in this 
World: the Scripture thus clearly repre- 
ſenting God, as more immediately con- 
cern' d, in ſetting up the immediate Repre. 
ſentatives of himſelf upon Earth. And, 
upon this Account alſo it is, that they are 
ſtil d the Miniſters of Cod, and the Lord's 
Awinted., The: manifeſt Intent of Scri- 
ptute, in all ſuch Expreſſions, is to heigh- 
ten the Character, and to make it more 
ſacred: Sacred, next to the Fear of God, 
--— which immediately follows the FORE? 
"ON F12e 
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the King. And ſo the Duty is moſt cloſe- 
ly 70 down upon Conſcience, with the 
pigal Sanction of Damnation: 

Now, I would know, how we can ever 
be able ro reaſon from the more immedi- 
at Will of God, and Deſignation of Pro- 
vidence, (as you' ſec the Scripture has 
made that the Foundation of our Duty,) 
but inaſmuch as that Will and Appoint- 
ment is manifeſted to us in thoſe Perſons, 
whom we ſee actually governing and ru- 
img over us. It is al cogether ſufficient for 
us to take this as che Mark:; ſince God 
has given us none other; and ſince he has 
told us, that every Power in being has 
a Mark, and none is without it; as was 
ſhewn from St. Paul. From whence 1 
argue thus: Had he by his Word at the 
ſame time, ſent us to ſeck after Pedigrees, 
and other Rights of Succeſſion, it would 
neceſſarily follow; that in every actual 
Uſurpation, the Word of God miſt con- 
tradict it fell. For, in this Caſe, acrun! 
and right Polray: being ſupposd to be 
appoũ te to each other, if e Power 
has indiſputably a Mark of divine Autho- 
rity, (as we prove) and if rightful Pow- 
* maſt be age ans of out Obedience, 
(as 
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(as they pretend to prove) in this In- 
ſtance, I ſay, there is a flat Contradiction 
in the Precepts, and that deſtroys the Au- 
thoriry of the whole. But, the Truth is, 
there's flagrant Proof on our Side, and not 
a Shadow of it on the other: 
2. The End of Government is not leſs 
concluſive for this Doctrine: that we may 
lead quiet and peaceable Lives, in all 
 Godlinefs aud Honeſty, in the Subjects 
Capacity, is certainly beſt promoted by 
Obedience to the Powers that be. It cuts 
ſhort a thouſand Diſputes, that would em- 
barraſs Mankind, and lead them into end- 
leſs Confuſion: It is exactly fitted for eve- 
ry Man's Capacity of Judgment, and the 
ſettling of his Conſcience: It is (in this 
depraved State,) the ſtrongeſt Ligament 
of human Society, and the greateſt Inſtru- 
ment of the Peace of the World. And 
the contrary Scheme of indefeaſable Right, 
is liable to juſt the contrary Inferences. 
But I need not ſtay to make all theſe 
things out, which the more any one thinks 
of, the more he will be convinc'd, that 
neither the Revelation, nor the Providence 
of God, could ever intend ſuch a Scheme 
for the Direction of our Obedience to 

FS Civil 
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Civil Power, as muſt be at the bottom of 
all Recuſancy or Reſiſtance to the preſent 
Government of this Nation; without 
throwing all the Nations, in all the Ages 
of the World, into the utmoſt Diſorder and 5 
Confuſion. To proceed then, to the 
J. Rule of Interpretation, drawn from 
the Senſe of thoſe who lived in, or near 
the Times of our Author, and Whom it 
bighly concern'd to know his determinate 
Senſe; which, in the Caſe Jam ſpeaking 
to, is manifeſtly the Senſe of the primi- 
tive Chriſtians. 
That this is a Matter of Duty, Ps not 
bare Speculation, is ſelf-evident. A Duty 
enjoin'd as frequently, and in as ſtrong; 
Terms, as any other Relative amongſt 
Men. And, I think, it muſt be allow'd 
me Naben that the Chriſtians of the three 
firſt Ages, would have been as ready to 
ſuffer for a Principle of Duty and Conſci- 
ence, as any of their Succeſſors in that 
Profeſſion. It muſt alſo be granted, as 
unconteſtable Fact, that as they were (al- 
moſt in every Place to which the Goſpel 
ſpread, ; ſubject to the Roman Empire, 
lo they lived under a vaſt Variety of Ti- 
fles in the ſeveral Emperors, 5 for that 
1 8 Ipach | 
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ſpace of Time. Theſe things being pre- 
miſed, the plain Queſtion is, whether 
they ſquar d their Obedience according to 
ſuch Notions as they had, or might have 
of thoſe Titles. If they did not, in vain 
will be our Adverſaries Plea from primitive 
Religion; in vain all Oppoſition to the 
Interpretation I have already Sen of the 
ſeveral Texts of Scripture. - 

And for the Truth of chis, Wen are 
ſome Circumſtances and Preſumptions, that 
would convince any rational Judgment, 
without ſeeking out a ſingle Quotation 
em: the Writers of thoſe Ages. 

Firſt, tis certain the Pagan World knew 
of no ſuch Right in Government, . to which 
Allegiance was due, where it afforded no 
viſible Protection. They had been all as 
long us'd to the greateſt Interruption in 
Titles; and nothing was ſo fortuitous a- 
mong them, as the Fortune of the Em- 
pire it ſelf. Now, if the Revelation of 
Scripture was intended to deſtroy this cor- 
rupt Scheme of Government, (for corrupt 
it muſt be; in our Adverſary's Notion;) 
which, in Fact, had prevailed over the 
World, and to ſet up in its ſtead that of 
a true e lineal Succeſſion, deriv'd from the 

| national 
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national Diviſion which God made of the 
Earth ſoon after the Flood, in this Cafe, 
Jaffirm, it had been abſolutely neceſſary 
for the Apoſtles, and ſirſt Preachers of 
the Goſpel, to have preached as much a- 
gainſt their Government, as they did a- 
gainſt their Idolatry; and to have pro- 
claim'd, Wherever they came, this new 
Scheme of Government. For this was an 
Error (if it be an Error,) neceſfary to be 
corrected, next to their falle Worſhip: 
foraſmuch as Obedience to our Gover- 
nors, in Scripture, is placed next to our 
Obedience to God. Nor muſt / it be ob- 
—— ro this, that it was unſeaſonable 
Doctrine, which would have ſtop'd the 
Growth of Chriſtianity. For, che 1 
of their preaching was an unſeaſonable 
Doctrine, and we know Chriſtianity did 
not gain Ground by Compliances, but by 
Recuſancies. So that, in this Caſe, the 
very Silence of the Hiſtory of the Acts of. 
the Apoſtles, together with that of the Hi - 
ftory that ſucceeded, fully proves that they 
had no ſuch Doctrine n ee. 
miſſion. Bana i e 
2. That they did not e any that 
3 is farther and more abun- 
Ito: dantly 
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dantly evident, from the whole Hiſtory 


of their peaceable, and inoffenſive Beha- 
viour, by the Teſtimony of Heathens, as 
well as their own Writers; and this un- 
der variety of Revolutions. Indeed if they 
had ever made profeſſion of Difobedience, 
and diſclaim d the Emperor in being, this 
had uaqueſtionably been the heavieſt of 
their Accuſations : this had raisd the hot- 
teſt perſecutions, and made the moſt Mar- 
tyrdoms. For ſurely, if ſo many of them 
died for refuſing to worſhip the Emperor's 
God, fewer wou'd' have eſcap d, thar had 
conteſted his own Title. Whereas i in truth, 
this is not one of all the Objections (true 
or falſe) which their Perſecutors urg d; a- 
painft them; and we don't read of one 
Act of Martyfdom on this A : 
which the Hiſtorians, that reckon up ſo 
many others, cou not have Pals 4 by in 
diener 8 4 et 1 
3. And as they Had no Suffering from 
bo, ſo neither had they any Schiſm 
within on the Caufe' now mention d; and 
cotifidering * 'the oreat Variety of Men- 8 
Judgments, „ had their Religion brought 
the Title of their Governours under pri- 
vate Judgment, this con'd not but have 
* frequently 
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Gequedtly happen'd. And therefore from 
the Silence of Hiſtory in this Point too, 
we may ſtrongly infer, there was no ſuch 
Matter debated among them. For exam- 
ple, our own Ecclefiaſtical Hiſtory, will 
never go down to Poſterity, in total ſilence 
of the Schiſm, that was made in this 
Church, upon the Revolution; and tis at 
leaſt equally unaccountable, we ſhou d find 
no Traces of any ſuch Breach any where, 
had there been any fuch in- the pie 
Church. 4" 

But now. to fix this Poinr e by 
poſitive Proof: Out of the many Quota: 
tions, that wou'd diſproportionably ſwell 
this part of the Treatile, Lſhall only pro: 
duce at preſent two ſufficient Witneſſes, 
among many others; and thoſe the ta- 
ther, becauſe they were Perſons of a 
; publick Character, Apologiſts in the 
midſt of Perſecutions „ ſuch as did un- 
doubtedly repreſent the true. principles 
of thoſe Chriſtians they plead for, and 
durſt do no otherwiſe; and laſtly, whoſe 
Teſtimony will afford ſomething parti 
cularly remarkable pe Aae FF 
Point. e 
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The firſt is * Athenagoras in the ſecond 
Centuty ; who in the Concluſion of his 
Apology, makes a very affectionate Ap- 
peal to all the Kings and Princes of the 
World, Ty Bari D ET WEUTATE ; 
Tues Pa % Oixcudreget & @y deovrac rue, I oe 
ge 15 Cy as due rον ifa 11 
lig pry we. argos, c To Oiuatoranmy,. 
0:29: ynoÞF 1 Bacinday, &c. The Senſe; 
of the whole I render thus; Ob ! all ye: 
Princes, give me jour Royal Counte- 
nance; for who can be more deſerving 
Supplicants to you, than we, who pray 
for your Empire; and that it may deſcend 
From Father to don, as ts moſt: guft and. 
equitable, aud recerve Stability aud In- 
creaſe from all the Subjects of is? This: 
therefore may be your own Concern, that: 
we leading quiet and peaceable Lives, 
may, in return, more promptly obey all 
Jour Commands. Here are three things 
obſervable: firſt, their praying for the 
Empire in their public Devotion; of which 
we ſhall have a fitter Opportunity to ſpeak 
more by and by; the ſecond is the lineal 
Deſcent ey 2 d 1 KATH, 72 | zualbram, 
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as is moſt juſt and equitable. And cer- 
tainly, where ever the Supremacy is lodg d 
(as it then was) in one Perſon, the Son 
of that Perſon has the beſt Right in Na- 
ture to ſucceed in his Fathers Poſſeſſion: 
nay, tis moſt for the Peace and Good of 
the World that it ſhou'd be ſo; and more 
likely to prevent all Confuſion and Blood, 
upon thoſe Deſcents, than any other Diſ- 
poſition whatever. For theſe Reaſons, it 
was a juſt Subject of the Chriſtian's Pray- 
ers, as well as a true Complement to all 

the living Emperors. But then the Apo- 
Jogiſt might have carry d the Complement 
far higher ſtill, had he known of any po- 
fitive Precept or Inſtitution, that this ſuc- 
ceſſive lineal Monarchy was, according to 
the Chriſtian Principles, the only juſt and 
allowable Form af Government. In this 
latter Caſe, I ſay, he ſhould, he would have 
carry'd it much higher; he ihould not then 


1 Ws * ; 


_ 2 render 0ixauoTe)ov by both theſe words, juſt and equi- 
table; 48, in all Critics, it comprehends both; and as 
Fees Jizz is contra jus & æquum, Scap. Nay, ſometimes, 
it inclines much more to the Senſe of Equity, as Matth. 
i. 19. S d, is the reaſon why Joſeph thought of 
putting away his eſpouſed Wife privately, and not to make 
her ( what ſtrict Juſtice wou'd have required) a publick 
Example, 4 e e,, 

Ir have 


(tara) 
have ſaid x 7 dn r A ig moſt juſt 
or equitable; that is, in the Nature of 


the thing, not by any poſitive Precept, 


or obligatory Example in the Scriptures. 
For if the Father had learn'd this Doctrine, 
he ought to have taught it in other Lan- 
guage, (which would by no means have 
leſſened his Complement ) and have ſaid; 
xaba TUVETAYE u0v84©», -as the Lord hata 
appointed: Or Alg Ace Py vor » Ar 14 
villen in Scripture; or tome Words to 
the ſame Senſe. His Silence in which 
Point, together with the manner he has 
choſe to expreſs himſelf by, (which is, ac- 
cording to moral Reaſon, and the natural 
Sentiments of Mankind,) is a Demonſtra- 
tion, that there were no ſuch Principles 
(with regard to Government,) in the ſe- 
cond Century, as Sir Robert Filmen and 
Mr. Leſley have advanced in this, and the 
laſt Age, of the Patriarchal Scheme; and 
baſtardizing all other Forms of Govern- 
ment; that is, in truth, all the Govern» 
ments now upon the Face of the Earth. But 
if we may take the Chriſtian Principles, 
upon the Report of this great Chriſtian 
and Philoſopher, we ſhall find them only 

concern'difni'the Injunction of Obedience 
. | f — 
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to Government in general ; excluding the 
Lawfulneſs of no particular former Title. 
For he calls upon all the Kings and Go: 
vernors of the World; and pleads before 
them, in behalf of the whole Chriſtiari 
Name, from the Topics of natural Juſtice 
and Equity. And, this one Conſiderati- 
on, I eſteem altogether ſufficient to ex- 
plode the whole of that ridiculous Hypo- 
theſis; which, indeed, conld never be 
calculated as a Rule of Government for 
this mutable World ; and makes the Word 
of God run counter to all the manifeft and 
conſtant Appearances of God's Providence: 

And as they neither did, nor could look 
upon the Scripture as concern'd in deter- 
mining Points of this Nature, fo neither 
was their Reaſoning, from the Topics of 
Equity and Juſtice, any barr to their Obe. 
dience, when the Diſpoſition in the Event 
prov'd otherwiſe. This is eaſily collect- 
ed from the third thing to be remark'd in 
this Quotation, hat the Empire might 

receive Stability and Increaſe from all 
zts Subject; and that the Chriſtians might 
promptly obey all their Commands; For 
then, I ſay, their Opinion of the Titles, 
(which muſt be various, becauſe ſo were 


the 
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the Titles themſelves; ) had that divided 
them in their Obedience, they muſt have 
falln altogether by the Ears. Both then; 
before, and aſter, ſeveral other Fathers 
tell us, that their Principle was an uniyer- 
fal Acquieſeence, a ſole Defire of Peace, 
nay, and a W See as thei 
. | 
This. Ap ge was certainty Wired an 

publith'd in t Reign of Anronimus the 
Woite ph, ; who had been the adopted 
Son of Antoninus Pins, as he had been 
of Adrian before. And this Adoption it 
was, that made the Senate freely admit 
theit Titles, tho there was no Conſangui- 
nity; which Fact it ſelf has no good Af: 
pect on the patriarchal Scheme. Howe- 
ver, if the Adoption be pleaded as an equi- 
valent to Birth, and that nothing elſe 
could have given the Emperors a Title to 
Chriſtian Obedience, (beſides that, the ge. 
neral Hiſtory of the Empire, and the Chri- 
ſtians uniyerfal Obedience, is abundantly 
ſufficient to deſtroy this Aſſertion;) let 
us heat another great Apotogift, and os 
is Tertullias, in the third Centuty; 
Words; which are uſually quoted on br 


Occaſion, are, in his Apology, Sine mo- 
K 1 uitore 
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nitore, quia de pectore oramus pro omnt- 
bus Imperatoribus, vitam illis prolixam, 
Imperiun ſecurum, Domum tutam, Ex- 
ercitus fortes, Senatum fidelem, Popu- 
lum probum, Orbem guietum f With- 
aut being prompted to it, We [Chriſtians) 
heartily pray for all Emperors; for their 
long Life, and ſecure Reign ; for the Safe- 
ty of their Family, a valiant Army, a 
faithful Senate, an obedient People, and 
a quiet World about them. I preſume, 
this was not ſaid only to ſhew that they 
pray d for them and theirs, but that they 
acknowledg'd and obey'd the Government 
in all other Inſtances; and that they would 
never have prayed: to God for al Empe- 
rors, if they had been Recuſants to any; 
or by the Emperor without Name, in their 
publick Prayers, had meant. any other, 
beſides him that was actually upon the Im- 
| perial Throne. I leave this to the Conſi- 
deration of ſome among us, who ſtill take 
upon them to preſent the Addreſſes of the 
Congregation to God. 

Sure I am, they have no primitive Par- 
rern for the Practice of this Kere in 
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But that the primitive Chriſtians 
gra exactly as the Scriptures taught, 
and as we underſtand them now, the Fa- 
ther has fully inſtructed us, both before 
and after this Paſſage. * Nos enim pro 
ſalute Imperatorum Deum invocamus #- 
ternum, Deum verum, Deum vivum,' 
quem &- ip Imperatores propitium ſihi 
præter cæteros malunt. We muoke the 
eternal, the true, and. living God, for 
the Safety of the Emperors, whoſe Fa- 
vour the Emperors themſetves wiſh for, 

above all other Gods. And ſoon after he 
quotes the Apoſtle's Words (1 Tim. ii. 1. 
as their Authority for ſo doing; Orate 
inquit pro Regibus, & pro Principibus, 
© Poteſtatibus, ut omnia trauquilla ſint. 
I know nothing can be added in farther 
Proof of this Point, unleſs it be to ſhew, 
that the Chriſtians then acknowledged the 
divine Right of every Emperor; (with or 
without; antecedent Title; ) and that this 
was the Ground of their Obedience, as 
well as their Prayers. See then how this c 
great Author expreſſes himſelf elſewhere: f 
2 u nullins Jy RY Pp 1 


PI «. 
— r 


a Ibid. ante. 2 a Ibid. ch. 32. ret 
e Ad'Seap. Lib. „ 
0 K 2 Impe- 


(1132, ) 

Imperatovis; quem [tiens 4 Deo ſus con- 
ſlitui, neceſſe oft ut & ipſum diligat, & 
revereatur, & honoret, & ſalvum velit, 
cum toto Imperia Romano. The Chri- 
ſtiau is no Man's Enemy, much leſi the 
Emperor s; whom knawing to be or daiu- 
ed. by his. own God, he muſs. neceffarily. 
leave, reverence, and honour; and wiſh 
far bis Safety, together with K. La the 
whole Roman Ampire. 

n may be of ſome Uſe to REV) the. 
Times, when this Author wrote theſe two 
Defences of Chriſtianity ; the firſt, 7he . 
potogetie, was in the Reign of Sepromns 
Seuenus and (an Account of the Perſe - 
cation. he raiſed, os ſuffered, at leaſt, ) 
was addreſs' d to him, and the whole Se- 
nate of Rome; but Septimus Severus was 
ſo far from having any antecedent Titles 
to the Empire, that he was not ſo mueh 
as a Numam; but an Afritau by Birth, 
and only commanded one Body of the Ar- 
my. The other little Book was (during 
the fame fifth general Perſecution;) ſent 
to Srapula: the Prefect of Afrita, then 


raging againſt the Chriſtians at Carthage. 


And this was in the Reign of Caracalla, the 


Son of Septimus Sd everus; who, by the 
ere © 2 abſurd 


(W 


abſurd Plea advanc d of late, could tive 
no Right, (according to their way of ar- 
guing) becauſe the precedent Eſtabliſh- 
ment, by which he clainr d, had none to 
give him. NE 

In farther Confirmation of all i th 15% 1 
might quote the Practice every wWI ere; 
but I chooſe to lead the Reader to the 
learned Dr. Hammond; where he ma "ng 
a Collection of their four ſorts. of. 

gics, and their praying for bereg 1 5 
perſecuting Princes, no lets than others? 
I could alſo, with great Eaſe, collect 
more Expreſſi 1ons 227 Proofs from, more 
Fathers; but I have thought it altogether 
ſufficient, for the preſent, to produce theſe 
two great and undeniable Witneſſes; t 
of the moſt eminent Apologiſte, : one, A 
Greek, the other a Latin Father; one. Ii 
ving in the ſecond, .the other in the chird 
Century; both flouriſhing when Perſecu- 
tions 85 the Chriſtians to publiſh their 
Principles to the World; and when the cons, 
ſtant Expectation of Martyrdom ſet them 
beyond all Suſpicion of Falſhood or Milre« 


E And this! take to be as ſtrong. 


- 1 I Tim, xxi. 
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Proof, as can be produced.in any Caſe , 
where primitive Chriſtianity is appeal d to. 
But being determined to clear this Point, 
if 1 am able, beyond all poſſible Scruple, 
T will now conſider the two principal Ob- 
jections which have been made, or indeed 
can be made, againſt the Account I have 
given of thoſe Ages of the Church. They 
ariſe from two Suppoſitions, vi. That 
the primitive Chriſtians were not ſo far 
embody d with the Heathens i in the Ci- 
vil State, as to be concern d about the 
Titles of "thoſe Emperors ; ; and that the 
Titles cthemſelves, were not ſucceſſive, as as 

ours =_ | 
The firſt of theſe E5:poGrions (making 
them ſomewhar like our Quakers in the 
Civil State) is contrary to all Fact; and 
grounded on this palpable Miſtake, that, 
their Converſion, they quitted any 
part of the Social Life they led before. 
This Error, methinks, is obviated by 
St: Paul himſelf; when writing from Rome 
to Philippi, All the Saints, ſays he, /a- 
tute you ; chiefly they that are of Czfar's 
Houſehold. There \ were Chriſtians then 
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in Cæſar's Civil Lift; in the immedi- 


ate Service of his Houſe; and being 


Chriſtians, were either continu'd or pro- 
moted there, and doubtleſs gave all the 
Pledges of their Fidelity, to his Perſon 
and Government, that were requir'd of 
them. And whether they continued in 
the Functions and Employ ments of the 
State afterwards, we ſhall be able to 
form a Judgment, by looking upon their 
Condition, in this regard, about 200 
Vears after. Hear then Tertullian once 
more in his famous Paſſage; Heſterni 
ſumus, & veſira omnia implevimus ; Ur- 
bes, Iuſulas, Caſtella, Municipia, Con. 
ciliabula, Caſtra ipſa, Tribus, Decuri- 
as, Palatium, Senatum, Forum, ola 
vobis reliquimus Templa. We are of 


late date, and yet already we have fill'd_ 


all your "Stations; your Cities, | your 
Tflands, your Caſtles, your Corporations, 
your Council Houſes, your: very Tents, 
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thers, read Externi ſumus, regarding the Original of 
Chriſtianify from Judæa: But I have choſen the Lectian 
of Puteanus, regarding the Date of it; which, I think, 
comes more fully up to the Father's Argument from the 
ſpreading of Chriſtianity ; althe both or either Reading 
will anſwer our preſent Purpoſe. 
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your Wards, jour Companies, your Pa- 
lade, your Senate, and your Markets ; 
we have only left your Temples to aur 
fetves. And again, Navigamus & nos 
abi ſeum & Militamus, & Ruſticamur, 
 & Mercamur; ' promade miſeemus Artes, 
opera nofira publicamus uſui veſiro. We 
fail and we: fight along with you; we 
eultivate, aud we merchandtse, we in- 
termix all our Arts dy Public Concerts 
with yours. 

Upon theſe Paſſ; ages, and ſeveral min 
to the ſame purpoſe, it has been ſaid by 
ſome, that great Allowance is to be made 
for Tertullian's Rhetoric, | in magnifying 
the Number of the Chriſtians, and the En- 
largement of Chriſtianity, at that time. 
But I can fee no ground for this Reflection 
upon the Father; for no doubt Chriſtia- 
nity was growing, gradually, towards its 
Triumph in the Converſion of the Em- 
| pire; which was now not much above 
100 Years off. But neither does the Sup- 
poſition of an Hyperbole in Tertullian, 
affect the preſent Argument. For what- 
ever their Numbers were, yet that they 
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2 Apolo. ch. 42. 
| continu'd 


continu d in all the Stations of Society, 
and reſuſed none out of Principle, the leaſt 
Truth in theſe and the like Paſſages neceſ- 
farily inferrs: And without ſome known 
Truth in them, the Publication had been 
moſt impudent and ſenſeleſs, and ruin d 


the Cauſe it was intended to defend and 
promote. | 
But as to the golckery i in 3 
(which was the immediate Service of the 
Emperor in being, beſides that the Army 
makes one of their Stations in both the 
Quotations above, and as ſuch, is moſt 
pertinent to the Argument before us) that 
the Chriſtians were in this Employment, 
at that time, no one can doubt who has 
but heard of Tertullian s Book de Corond; 
occaſion'd in defence of a Chriſtian Soldier, 
who brought his Lawrel in his Hand, but 
wou'd not wear, as the reſt did, that 
Crown upon his Head which he eſteem d 
an Enſign of Humility, and not of Tri- 
umph; becauſe ſo his Maſter wore it. The 
—— is abundantly evident from an other 
Relation of Tertullian to Scapula®; that 


the n of Marcus e n in 
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a Cerman Expedition, gt allah ſlarv'd for 
want of Water, had Showers of Rain, im- 
mediately, upon the Prayers of the Chri- 
ſtian Soldiers. I omit all other needleſs 
Teſtimony to this Purpoſe , and only re- 
mark here, that among the Romans there 
was a * Sacramentum Militare ; which, 
Roſinus tells us, was ſacredly and religi- 
ouſly obſer#d; from whence I think it 
may be inferr'd, that, as far as appears, 
there were no Nonjurors among the pri- 
mitive Chriſtians. 

I know not, whether I ſhou'd put in a 
word here for Tertullian, (having made 
ſo much uſe of him) in defence of theſe 
Quotations, from one, that was afterwards 
an heretical Man. But I need only fay , 
that whoever reads his Life, either by 
"Pamelins, or Dr. Cave, will find that his 
Hereſy was ſuch, as cou'd no way affect 
his Veracity, as a Relator or Hiſtorian ; 
and that thoſe I have cited are his ortho- 
dox Works, not any of thoſe he wrote in 
Hereſy. And now, I believe, I have ſaid 
enough in anſwer to the firſt Suppoſition, 
whereby the force of the Argument from 
Primitive Chriſtianity might be evaded. 


KRoſini Antiq. Rom. lib. 10. c. 3. 
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The other Suppoſition, that the Title 
of the Empire was not Succeſſive, as ours 
is, will admit of a very ſhort Anſwer. I 
ask then, Was that Title open to every 
Man that cou'd fnatch the Reins of the Go- 
vernment into his Hands? The Objector 
muſt not ſay this, becauſe it contradicts 
his own Notion: or was it to deſcend 
from Father to Son? If ſo, this deſtroys 
the pretended Difference of the two Caſes. 
It remains then, that the Empire was Ele- 
Give. But now place the right of Electi- 
on where you pleaſe, in the d enate, in the 
Army, in the Tribunes, or in he Body 
of the People; and you will find it broke 
in, upon during the firſt 300 Years. In ſhort, 
there was but one thing, relating to the 
making of an Emperor, continu'd certain 
thro' that Empire; and that was he Ne- 
cognition of the Senate; and that always 
attended the Emperor de facto. And, ac- 
cordingly, the Chriſtians of thoſe Ages 
pay'd an equal and uniform Obedience to 
all the Emperors, | notwithſtanding any 


ſuppoſed Infraction upon Right or Cuſtom, 


at their Acceſſion. And this proves that 
thoſe Chriſtians did not ground their Obe- 
dience, at all, — the nature of the then 


Cruil © 


5 a 
Civil Conſtitut ion; and that wholly de- 
ſtroys the Objection, drawn from the 
Difference between their Conſtitution and 
I cannot diſmiſs this Argument, till 1 
18 obſery'd one thing more; wherein 
there is ſomething of a Parallel between 
ours and the Caſe of the primitive Chriſti- 
ans. I mean at the Acceſſion of the great 
Chriſtian Emperor Conſtantine; who had 
no Title to the Empire (of the Eaſt how- 
ever) but what his Sword gave him. If I 
have reaſon d juſtly in the firſt Part of 
this Diſcourſe, I may ask our recuſing 
Brethren, Whether true Chriſtianity was 
not in a State of Perſecution here, in the 
Reign of King James II? Whether all true 
Proteſtants ought not, therefore, to have 
rejoyced at his lofing theſe Crowns, for 
the ſame reaſon that the Chriſtians ſhew'd 
univerſal Joy, at the untimely Death of a 
Maxentits, a Maximin, and a Licinius? 
And whether we ſhou'd not ( upon the 
ſame Principle) have received our Delive- 
rer, in ſome proportion, like another 
Conſtantine? And, laſtly, I might ask, „ 
If Conqueſt for the true Religion be un- 


axial, what ſhall we lay to the famous 
8 = Relation 


(14 
| Relation of TOYTO NEFKA,'-and the 
Banner of the Croſs viſible in the Field of 
Battel more than once; when that pious 
Prince fought for his own, and the Cauſe 
of Chtiſtianity together. We do not firid, 
(and I think it Impiety to ſuppoſe) that 
Almighty miraculouſſy propagated 
Chriſtianity, by any means which he had 
before forbidden in his Ranging: ee 
tion. | 
I fear chis Argument, from 10 Kam- 
ple, and Practice, and Doctrine of the 
Primitive Chriſtians, has ſwelbd to adi 
proportion d part of the Difcourſe: but, 
becauſe Recuſancy ſince the Revolution 
has fallen chiefly amongſt Men of ſome: 
Learning, was the more inclin'd to at- 
tempt this Proof; that, whatever be the 
Cauſe of it, it cannot ariſe: from any un- 
common Penetration into the Antiquities 
of Chriſtianity: For the Contrary (and I 
am ſure without any fuch Pretenſion in ny 
ſelf) Ldo now h to have er 
I made good. 
But now, upon the WSN PER uct 
ſoning from Chriſtianity, I wou d. not he 
ſo far miſunderſtood, as to be thought to 


vindicate all Ulurpations, that may come 
| WY 
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uppermoſt in the World. I am fatisfy'd, 
that great Regard is to be had to a Con- 
ftitution, by all the Members of it; but 
more eſpecially by thoſe, whom the Con- 
ſtitution it ſelf calls up to the Legiſlature, 
or any conſiderable Adminiſtration; as 
our happy Caſe is in this Nation. But tho” 
this Point is not (for good Reaſons that 
might be aſſign d) directly ſpoken to in 
Scripture, it is ſtill one of the conſequen- 
tial Doctrines of Scripture; for J know 
nothing that can ſo highly promote the 
Apoſtle's End, of quiet and peaceable 
Lives in Godlineſs and Honeſty, as a 
ſtrict Adherence to a Conſtitution, as it 
ſtands in Fact; and no departure from it, 
even upon Preference, but only upon Ne- 
ceſſity in the Alteration.' And this, I 
think, is adequate to the Scripture Prohi- 
bition, of being not given to change. 
| I mention this with regard to Govern- 
$ ments in general; for as to the Caſe of our 
| late happy Revolution, I might here re- 
ſume what, for Arguments lake, was grant- 
ed before; and prove, that the Conſtitu- 
tion of this Nation, did admit of all, that 
was done in that great Juncture. But in 


this ] ſhou'd invade a Province already a- 
520 dorn'd 
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dorn'd by the late Dr. Higden, in two 
a Pieces; the former of which has admitted 
of no good Anſwer, and the latter of none 
at all that I know. of. Give me leave on- 
ly to ſuggeſt now, that there is a wide 
Difference between 4 total Change of. 4 
Conſtitution, and changing — in the, 
Supremacy. andy. The former no Frame 
of Government admits of, the lanes Y 
Frame may. * RO ER, 
And this will Go (if welt applied) to 
eaſe the Minds of thoſe who are ever pers; 
plexed with the Example of that true UN. 
ſurper Oliver C romwel.. He utterly ſub- 
verted the whole of our ancient Conſtitu- 
tion, even before he took upon him the 
forg d Title of ſupreme Magiſtrate. And, 
when he was ſollicited by his Minions: 
(but originally from himſelf) to be inve- 
ſted a King, my Lord Clarendon * will tell 
vou, that the King's Friends trembled at 
the Overture; and the Reaſons that no- 
ble Hiſtorian gives, from our Conſtitution 
and Statute Law, are exactly pertinent 
to the Caſe in hand. There was a great 
my „it was to be fear d, wou'd have 
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come in upon Principles of Conſcience 
and Religion. But the Man behav d (eſpe- 
cially after that grand Diiſpotttitenc 
more like the Goyernor of a Gatrifon, than 
ofa Kingdom; and, in conſequence, cou'd 
expect no more Fealty than is uſually con- 
veigh'd in a Garriſon Oath. © And this one 
Circumſtance, namely, thar our Conſtitu- 
tion knew no ſuch Governor as he was, 
and continu'd to be, is ſufficient to Finch 
cate all thoſe that fought it out with him 
to the laſt; and to forbid the Parallel, and 
the Conſequence defign'd by drawing it 
Not that I deny the Force of ſeveral beben 
Arguments to prove it a true Uſarpation : 
But this is the only one I need to inſiſt 
upon, purſuant to the Principles laid down 
in n this Chapter. 


CONCLU- 


ta). 


* 
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CONCLUSION. 
B Drift of this Diſcourſe ; and, upon 
the Whole, I hope others may ſee, 
What, Jverily think, I do ; that, as our 
common Chriſtianity; and the Preſerva- 
tion of the Authorixy of the everlaſting 
Goſpel amongſt us, forbids every Prote- 
ſtant to favour any Pretenſes, or wiſh for 
the Eſtabliſhment, „of a Popiſh Goycrn- 
ment in this Kingdom; but to dread it, as 
* greateſt, national Evil. that can befall / 
: . to. neither; on rhe; other part of the 
Queltion „ are there any Principles of 
Chriſtianity, regarding Government, and 
the Meaſures of our Obedience to. it, 
which oblige us to look | back (with either 
Duty or Affection) upon the abandon'd 
Line: But, on the contrary, the ſamę 
Picious divine Providence which has | 


Pee our Religion, „ has no leſs juſtly 
* d our Allegiance : And his Ma- 
L 


y this: time 1 ant come to 3 mein 
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jeſty, King George, has all that Right 
and Title to our conſcientious Obedience, 
which he could claim, had we his Royal 
Pedigree trac'd up to the Sons of Noah. 
And, when I view the Caſe in this Light, 
and cohſider withal the Greatneſs of the 
Evil we were delivered from, and the 
Greatneſs of our Deliverance from it, I 
mtiſt confeſs that, among all the Epide- 
mical Follies of human Judgment, I can- 
not fee any thore unaccountable ,. 'thah 
this one of Prote ſtant Facobiti/m. 
"I remember ſomething of the Fears that 

poſſelsd thoſe of our Fathers, who: ſaw 

the beſt reform d Religion relapſing inro 
its old Cortuptions; and ſcarce any Com- 
fort (beſides the Merits of the Cauſe,) to 
ſer againſt theſe Apprehenfions: This had 
been the melancholy Poſture of our Af. 
fairs, and, in ſome wiſe Men s Eyes, for 
more Years than that Reign had laſted. 
The Revolution was our unexpected De- 
liverance; and, 1 dare ſay, they that im- 
mediately felt, ant rejoyc'd in the Hap- 
pineſs of it, - could not then but Hope 
believe, that this Struggle for ou, Ag 
muſt be over (with' our ſelves, at leaſt, ) 
in les than ä Years. hs 


1 


(247)) 

It was likewiſe reaſonable to expect, 
chat che Schiſn which Recuſancy made, 
would have healed as faſt as the Perſons 
engag d went off the Stage; and that all 
thoſe who came to pledge their firſt Feal- 
ty to this Eſtabliſhment; Would no more 
have controverted (as indeed they were no 
more concern'd to controvert) the Title of 
Miiliam III. than that of William the Con- 
queror; and, if the Principles T have! main. 
rain'd, ſtand good, might as well turn Re- 
euſants at this time of the Day, on ac- 
count of the one, as the other. Vet it 
muſt not be deny d, that herein this juſt 
Expectation is, to à conſiderable Degree, 
defeated; Sons are train'd'up in their Fa- 
thers Notions, ſeparate Congregations are 
ſupporred, if poſſible, with an increaſing 
Leal. Several that had officiated in ours, 
and never in any other, are gone off to 
them; and, I think, I may affirm, the 
laſt Vear or two has not been behind any 
others, in the Products of the Preſs, both 
covertly and . 1 the Eſta- 
| ent.” * 2 

I have "TY to by: to any of chin; 
excepting; thoſe who' ſincerely pretend ro 
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good Conſcience, and true Chriſtianity. 1 
would have them weigh it (for it much 
behoves them to weigh it,) over and over 
again; and try whether, upon Suppoſiti- 

on, that the Tendency of a Popiſn Go- 
vernment is, humanly ſpeaking, ſure De- 
ſtruction to the Proteſtant Religion of any 
Nation, of this more eſpecially; they can, 
in this Caſe, free themſelves from being 
in ſome meaſure (by their Example, and, 
I fear, too often, / Perſuaſion alſo,) inſtru- 
mental towards re-inſtating that pernicious 
Power. Whether, I fay, this ſhould not 
make them very | fearful in propagating 
the Schi/m; leſt, with an erroneous 
Conſcience, they be found to ght agarnfi 
God, by undermining his true Religion. 
I whine? alſo intreat of them once more 
to look over this Doctrine, as it makes a 
part of that ſacred Rule of Faith, by 
which alone they muſt be govern'd, in 
the Duty of Obedience, ſo far as the Scri- 
pture has ſer it forth: And if they make 
it appear that I have miſrepreſented it, 
God, I hope, will give me Grace to re- 
tract. But I would deſire them farther to 
recur to the primitive Practice; for tho' | 
Da 4 tis 


iS 
1 


(1249) 

tis a true Rule i in general, that Wwe are to 
live by Rule , and nor Example ; Je yet 
there is, ſomething more than uſual Be 
ample; in the Practice of Martyrs, . and 


Workers of Miracles ; who made an uni- 
verſal Submiſſion contrary fo their Noti- 


on, as I aver, and, 1 think, bave unde- 
- niably proved. 2; 

Laſtly, I would deſire OY ro review 
thoſe Maxims in our own Conſtitution 


which haye help'd to give ſich a turn to 


their Heads; and take them in this Light; 5 
V2S. Wharke: : any ancient Eſtabliſhment, 


any Declaration of that Eſtabliſhment, a- 
ny Act or Deed of our Anceſtors, can 
poſſibly preclude every Degree of Devi- 
ation from it, in the Caſe of Narional 
Self-Defenſe , that may fall upon Poſte- 
rity; and which, in the Nature of the 
thing, could not be proviged. for by: An- 
ceſtry. 

I they ca can remove all theſe Difficulries 
out of their way, or rather if this Diſcourſe 


does not remove all they can offer to us, 


I may hope ſome one of them will think 


it a proper Employment to take to pieces 
a Work WOW pretends, at leaſt, to ſtrike 
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at the Foundation of their whole Cauſe ; 


and to render it, to the Eyes of other Pro- | 
teſtants, ſomewhat odions, as well as ve- 


ry abſurd. And, in this Caſe, I will pre- 
42 to ſay the Cauſe between us will be 


upon a right Iſſue; and the Controverſy 
cannot be Nn , before the World 
wh ra. 

I preſume, I need not t fay the Charge 
48 t thoſe of the Romiſh Religion, in 
the firſt Chapter, is carry d high enough 
(unleſs it be either too weakly, or too 
ſtrongly ſupported, ) to receive ſome A- 
nimiadyerſion from that Quarter: And, 1 


hope, the Adverſaries of both forts, will 


b of oo ries towards 2 farther Illu- 


W 4 > w +4 1 + 


ſent t Ge oi. not only within 
the Nation, but within the Church too; 


we, Who Are more immediately ty'd to her 


wo LISA SAL * 


Services Jhould not, be thought to deviate | 
trom our, Froper Work; while we lay out 

our E 'Endeavye ours, in Juſtification 
of chat Settlement, which, under God, is 


- 


the only Suppoft of this truly Primitive 


Church; 


(wy) 
Church; and to let the World ſee, that 
we can, by our Principles, and with a 
well-grounded Zeal, pray that the Wiſdom 
of Heaven may perpetuate che Bleſling we 
a — TO 


* * 
1 
1 by * * EY - a WP 
* * * _ 4 
: hed — of w - 1 * 5 
* „ * _ A { % : — + "1s 
: f 1 4 
f 3 1 \ * 


n 5 by £ * 
Cl 
Ly * < 4 * * > ** *% Fa £ * 5 
a „ ” 
a y I . * I L £ % 
* LY 
5 . . „ 
* * — 7 
1 1 % > 
* * Www v S * 1 w ; 
71 as 
* 11 38 _ A 
dt 7 4 . 
. 
„ 
=y 
El 
a 
„ 


31 7 


c 


605 52 1 
blo W 5d 151 o bas : 401 11110 


V7 F: C0? N * q EE * 5 . 85 


CHAP. I 


WO Obſervations from the Scri- 

prure Prophecies of Antichriſt, 
which carry Matter of Certainty in 
them : 1. That all thoſe Prophecies 
deſtribe the Apoſtaſy, as a Defectiou 
within the Church, p. 2. 2. That 


the Charge of Apoſtal) may juſtly be 
fix d on all tho ſe Who male any deſtru- 


Give Oppoſition to the Goſpel, *whe- 
ther: particularly Pointed out in the 
Prophecies or not, p. 4. This Charge 
moſt agreeable to the Breach we have 
made with that Church, p. 6. Prop. I. 
Popery an Apoſtaſß, by ſubvertin g the 


true and only Rule of the Chriſtian 


Faith, p. 7. The Tope's Infallibility 


proved to be the Inſtrument of this 


Subverſion , 1. Th its higheſt Preten- 


ſon, p. 9. Papiſts, that deny the Pope 


a full perſonal Infallibility, make him 


an Apoſtate, p. 13. The Limitations 
conſſ- 


Cop 
conſt, dered, p. IS. I. Not decreeing 
Hereſy, proved tantamount to Infalli- 
bility. 2dly. Infallibility guided by 


Tradition, not only abſurd, p. 23. but 


Aeſtructive of the Scripture Authority, 
p. 24. Popery makes void the Goſpel 
more than the Jews did the Law, p. 25. 

The Church of Rome, in particular, 
excluded from Infallibility by the Seri- 
pture, p. 29. Prop. II. That her res iu- 
ating Taolatry is an Apoſtaß, p. 32. 
Of the Heathen Idolatry, and how it 
led Men into all Wickedneſ$, p. 33. 
Popery has renewed it, p. 36. The 
Plea of a ſubordinate Worſhip de- 
- ſtray d, p. 38. The Popiſh Reaſon for 
this Practice abſurd, p. 42. Prop. III. 
. Popery extirpates Piety, p. 44. This 
done by Purgatory, p. 45. and in ma- 
nuy other Inſtances, p. 49. Prop. IV. 
- Popery deſtructive of true Devotion, 
p. 51. by Prayers in an unknown 


Tongue, p. 52. Prop. V. Doctrine of 


— p. 58. An Apoſiaſy pro- 
ved in three Particulars, p., 59. 
Prop. han TONE 1 7805 even Km 


p. 64. 
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"CHAP. 11. 


2 he — Ide of a Popiſ Prince 
upon a Proteſtant Country, p. 69. 
. The moral 1mpoſſibility he ſhould ſit 
. Fill, and ſuffer the Proteſtant Religi- 
on to ſtand, p. 72. A late Author's Ar- 
. guments again it this confuted, P. . 
- The Argument ſupported 2 nn in an 
a emiuent inftavce, A oy; 
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CHAP. III. 


The Cee brought nearer” PREY to our 
ſelvet, and fome peculiar Circumſtan- 
ces of our Danger in that Caſe, p. 84. 
Tbheſe compared with the Caſe of his 
. Father, p. 88. The Caſe much the 

ne, whether bo did intend to intro- 
Auce Popery at the beginning of his 
\- Reign, or not, p. 90. The Caution to 
the Sox conſidered, p. 91, He would 
be more  firongly inclin'd to Subverſion, 


p. 93. The Surmiſe of his being a 


Proteſtant in Diſguiſe, p. 9s. 


MEHD CHAP. 


n 


onA mw. 


7 1 Obhiztion on 40 Proteſtants cord;- 
ally to ſubmit to the preſent Eftabliſh- 
ment, p. 94. Conſiderations contern- 
ing the Revolution, with the true 
State of the Caſe, ibid. &c. ''The Caſe 
e,  Recuſancy enter'd upon, p. 106. 


 'Thyee Arguments urg d, to ſhew how 


much it concerns them to be abſolutely 
certain they have judged right, p.107. 
Where they mut join Iſſue with us, 
p. 110. The Seripture Dotirine in 
Abe Caſe propoſed, p. 111. Aud four 
Naules or Canons of Interpretation ſet 
don, p. 12. The Scripture poſitrue and 
Full in the Injunction of Obedience to all 
vibe Governors, p. 113. 40 leg full 

in the Negative of Diſobedienee to 
all, p. 115. The Scripture-Reaſons for 
Obedience Hand on the ſame Foundati- 
on, p. 117. The Senſe of primitive 
Antiquity the ſame; proved at large 
from p. 120. from the Neceſſity which 
otherwiſe muſt have lain upon them to 
preach ain fi the Heathen Govern- 


ments in being, p. 121, from their 
peaceable 


br EL . . a 1 
Teaceable Behaviour.in general, p. 122. 
No Schiſm among ii them, which muſt 
have been occaſi ond by Diſputes _ 
cerning the Em 1 
Athenagoras, the Apologiſt, 4 very ful! 
. Evidence in this Caſe, p. 125. His 4 
morde utterly defirny the patriarchal = 
Scheme ,” p. 126. The: Teſtimony, = 1 
Tertullian, p. 129. in various Paſſages 
fully conclaſfoe. The two priucipal 
Obectious againſt this Account, p. * _ 
That the Chriſtians cuere embodyed im 
the Civil State, ibid. proved. from St. 
Paul aud Tertullian, p. 135. Anſuer 
dio the Objection, that the Empire was 
ot ſucceſſiue, as our is, p.39. be 
i of Conſtantine remarkable. ta our 
Pur poſe, p. 140. The Caſe of Ufa. 
pat ions, aud that. of A _— 
ed, p. Tl. 
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